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The Parish Pump Hemyock

Church Contacts
The Benefice of Hemyock with Culm Davy, Clayhidon and Culmstock
Mission Statement: To love God, and to love our neighbours

rector   Rev Becky Totterdell (available normally Tuesday, Friday and Sunday) 01823 681520

administrator  Khendra Porter (available Wed and Fri 9.00am-1.00pm)
  ucvmission@gmail.com 07565 856222

Editorial Notice

st mary’s hemyock
wardens  David Bawler, 4 South View Bawler1952@hotmail.com  01823 680352 / 07773579809
  Sarah Folland      01823 681362
services  For details please see inside

culm davy chapel
wardens   Mark FitzGerald mark.fitzgerald@doctors.org.uk 01823 680564 

st andrew’s clayhidon
warden   Peter Fisher       littlefishy1@btinternet.com     07850 638905
  

all saints culmstock
wardens   Richard Preston  rfpreston21@gmail.com   01823 680216
  Carlie Salter  cjsalter2012@gmail.com  07450 996169

hemyock baptist church
services  10.30am with Junior Church
  See the noticeboard for other activities and events
pasTor   Steve Williams  hembcpastor@gmail.com  07379 009325
secreTary  Mrs Maureen Aylwin     01823 680111
  
rosemary lane chapel, clayhidon
services   11.00am Morning Worship followed by Bible Times for Young People & Adults
   6.30pm Evening Service
  11.00am Family Service – 3rd Sunday only
pasTor   Jonathan Hillman, 1 Blackdown Court, Clayhidon  01823 681164

quakers
Spiceland (Uffculme) Meeting House, Prescott EX15 3AZ
services   10.30am Meeting for Worship every Sunday
  Children’s meeting on 4th Sunday
conTacT   Pat Bell (Clerk)      01884 841375

methodist church
pasTor   Revd Zdzisiu Hendzel 28 Rope Walk, Wellington  01823 662724
conTacT   Tony Butler      01823 680441

r c church, cullompton 
conTacT   Fr Courtney      01884 32253

The ‘Parish Pump’ is produced by the Churches of Hemyock with Culm Davy, Clayhidon and Culmstock 
for the people of the area. The views of contributors are not necessarily those of the Editors. The ‘Parish 
Pump’ accepts no liability for (i) any claims made by the advertiser (ii) any errors or omissions in any 
advertisement as submitted by the advertiser (iii) any legal action as a result of the advertisement.

The editor can be contacted via email on pump@lickham.co.uk, or by telephone on 07763 855414.

ministry team  Rev John Stone: 01823 681459   
  Piers Langdon: 07989 382520
  Liz Langdon: 07968 275380
  Dr David Major: 01884 841253

Katharine Simpson: 01884 841984   
Di Cooper: 01823 680175
Helen Williams: 07739 463873

Looking for more 
efficient heating?
We can replace your old heating 
system with energy-efficient 
electric radiators and storage 
heaters that are economical and 
reduce your carbon footprint.

State-of-the-art heating systems

Scan this with your mobile 
camera to discover the full 
benefits of using electric 
heating in your home.

Low-cost heating and space-saving

3 - 10 year warranty

Trusted, reputable and local team

Fully accredited installers

01823 587001 www.SomersetElectricHeating.co.uk

Free Survey
Arrange a home visit to asses 
your needs and give advice.

Receive A Quote
You’ll receive a free, detailed 
quote for supply and installation.

Install & Setup
We’ll install your electric radiators 
and explain how to use them.

Installation in 3 Simple Steps

Residential – Agricultural – Commercial – Listed Buildings: Planning 
Applications, Site Appraisals, Lawful Development Certificates, Appeals

 
Get in touch for a free initial consultation:

Email: info@jamesplanning.co.uk. Tel: 07843 272075 

www.jamesplanning.co.uk

“For all your planning and development needs”

JJAAMMEESS  PPLLAANNNNIINNGG  &&  DDEEVVEELLOOPPMMEENNTT  
SSEERRVVIICCEESS  LLTTDD
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Bathroom Refurbishment and Wet Rooms 

Kitchen refurbishments  

Oil and Gas Boiler Installations and Servicing 

Air Source and Ground Source heat pump installations and Servicing 

General Plumbing and Heating Works 

Jack Roberts   07967 684804 
info@arcplumbing.co.uk                 www.arcplumbing.co.uk 

15 Lee Park, West Buckland, Wellington. TA21 9PX 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Samuel Reeves

Plastering and General Building

Mobile 07500 968774
 

Internal Plastering
Rendering

K Rendering
Lime Rendering
Floor Screeding

Coving
Tiling

Dry Lining
Block Work
Bathrooms

Kitchens

RReeggeennccyy  HHoouussee  
Bed and Breakfast 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This wonderful 1855 house, once the Hemyock Rectory, sits in 
beautiful landscaped grounds with a walled garden and lake, just half 

a mile from the Catherine Wheel. 
 

Rooms are large, light and airy, you can have tea and cake on arrival 
and home made bread, marmalade, fruit compote, yoghurt and, of 

course bacon & egg for breakfast. 
 

The garden, open under the National Gardens (yellow book) 
Scheme produces copious fruit and veg, Dexter cattle, Jacob sheep 

and horses live in our fields, tawny owls nest here, kingfishers, otters 
and herons fish the lake and our 30 acres are a haven of peace, 

birdsong and Blackdown Hills quiet. 
 

£75 — (singles) 

£140 —(doubles) 
 

Open from May to October only 
 

Jenny Parsons, Regency House, Hemyock EX15 3RQ   
07772 998982 

 

www.regencyhousehemyock.co.uk  
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BE AT ONE  
WITH NATURE

Contact Richard & Alison Whiteside www.wildsideexperience.co.uk01823 680931

Communicating a love and 
awareness of nature through 
activities and experience.

For individuals, families, school 
groups, corporate, Churches, 
Scouts and youth groups.

•	Woodland birthday parties
•	Overnight camps
•	Bushcraft and survival
•	Team building

C A HEARNE ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES

FUSEBOARDS

REWIRES / PART REWIRES

EXTRA SOCKETS & LIGHT

WIRING OF DOMESTIC HEATING SYSTEMS

FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED

PART P COMPLIANT

CONTACT CHRIS HEARNE

 TEL: 01823 681123   MOBILE: 07889474071 EMAIL: sid29@btinternet.com

TESTING

FAULT FINDING

ALL ASPECTS OF WIRING

REDWOOD & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
FRENCH NUT TREE, CLAYHIDON

INDEPENDENT FAMILY BUSINESS

COMPLETE 24HR PERSONAL SERVICE

Telephone:

Gerald Redwood (01823) 680571
Alan Redwood (01823) 680268

GARDEN 
HELP

Would you like help 
around the garden?

Call Henry Farrant
on 
680 281
07596716356

December January 2015-6_Parish Pump April & May 2015  22/11/2015  11:49  Page 3

REDWOOD & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
FRENCH NUT TREE, CLAYHIDON

INDEPENDENT FAMILY BUSINESS

COMPLETE 24HR PERSONAL SERVICE

Telephone:

Gerald Redwood (01823) 680571
Alan Redwood (01823) 680268

GARDEN 
HELP

Would you like help 
around the garden?

Call Henry Farrant
on 
680 281
07596716356

December January 2015-6_Parish Pump April & May 2015  22/11/2015  11:49  Page 3

Emily’s
Unisex Hair Design

Culmstock Road
Hemyock
EX15 3RJ

Ring for an appointment

01823 681298

FOR SALE 

Local Honey    £5.00 / lb

Garden Top Soil  £2.00 / Bag  ( collected ) 

Farmyard Manure  £2.00 / Bag ( collected ) 

Axon Farm, Burlescombe.  EX16 7JZ

Mob:  07799223454

 Your local provider of bespoke renewable 
energy solutions:

Electric vehicle (EV) chargers 
Solar panels (PV) and battery storage

Heat pumps & smart home/work technologies 

Call Dan (07889 720769), John (07960 466328) or email
office@greenspark.net to arrange a visit 

www.greenspark.net 

Hemyock Funeral Directors

4th Generation, Independent Family Business
A complete personal service to suit your wishes, arrangements can 

be made in the comfort of your own home.

Est 1895

Taking care of your loved ones with the dignity and respect that they deserve
1895 - 2020

Culmstock Road, Hemyock, EX15 3RJ

07860 390002
24 hours a day

50 Fore Street, Cullompton, EX15 1LB

01884 32855
9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

pringandson@aol.comLocal provider of Golden Charter Plans www.pring-and-son-funeral-directors.co.uk
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KILN DRIED LOGS DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR 

Sustainably sourced, kiln dried logs. Less than 25% moisture 

 

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY                                                                                                          
(within 15 miles of EX15 3PX) 

 

   Wood-burning stoves  

   Multi-fuel stoves  

   Open fires  

   Chimineas  

    Wood fired ovens               
 

Call or order online 

01823 240 940                                                  
info@thedrylogcompany.com  

 
www.thedrylogcompany.com 

5 Minutes from Junction 27 M5

Greenham Business Park, Wellington, TA21 0LR

Whiteball Self Storage

Insulated units of various sizes from 36 sq/ft

Just £65.00 / Month Including VAT

Limited open storage also available

Call us to discuss your self storage requirements

W: whiteball.co.uk
E: storage@whiteball.co.uk

T: 01823 674 129

 

No Vat !! 
APC Removals 

Local & Long Distance 

Free Quotations & Advice 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tel: 01823 350512 
 

Mobile: 07779037350 
 

Web: www. apc-removals.co.uk 
 

Email: a.p.c.removals@btinternet.com 

 

Taunton TA1 2TB 
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SEWING SUE 
Soft Furnishings 

 
From my home to your home, handsewn 

curtains and Roman blinds. 
 

M2M machine sewn curtains and Roman 
blinds from fabric supplier workshops. 

 
Choose fabrics from Prestigious Textiles, 
ILiv, Clarke & Clarke, Fibre Naturelle and 

Bill Beaumont Textiles. 
 

SewingSue.co.uk  
Contact Sue Risdon on 01823 680169

 

Save money and pay 
monthly for your pet’s 
preventative care with our 
Pet Health Plans.
A simple, money-saving 
way to give your cat or dog 
the regular preventative 
treatments they need.
For full details visit us 
online or speak to a 
member of our team.

Cullompton
01884 35558

Tiverton
01884 258585

Honiton
01404 44095

Uffculme
01884 841317

Care, 
Compassion 

and 
Commitment 

www.valeveterinarygroup.co.uk

 

 

The Blackdown Hills Trust is looking for local volunteers to help check stock fencing around 
the grazing units in the Neroche Forest area. These sites are managed by the Blackdown 
Hills Trust in the Blackdown Forest for grazing conservation : they are a magnet for rare 
butterflies such as Wood White and Duke of Burgundy and an array of plants, insects, birds 
and mammals. The areas are part of a Higher Level Stewardship and are grazed by English 
Longhorn cattle in the summer months.  

0000 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Duke of Burgundy and Wood White butterflies, just some of the species your work would help conserve. 
Image credits Peter Eeles, Butterfly Conservation. 

 

What will the volunteer role involve? 
The role will involve walking the stock fence twice a year during the spring and autumn in the 
grazing compartments to check for any rotten posts or damage to the wire, and reporting 
back to the Trust. There may also be opportunities to get involved in practical conservation 
work, for example clearing conifer re-growth to allow native flora to thrive.  

Full training will be provided for the role, including maps of the sites, appropriate contact 
information and information on what to look out for. 

 

Interested? Contact John Greenshields on 01823660764 or 
parkfarmwoods@talktalk.net 
 

The Blackdown Hills Trust is a company limited by guarantee and registered in    England no. 07181053.  Registered 
Charity no. 1138327.  Registered Office: c/o Park Farm, Wellington Somerset TA21 9NP 

all types of professional works
carried out

Joby Spencer
Hemyock Cullompton
Devon EX15 3QP

tel: 01823 680 661
mob: 07790 836052
zsdecorators@hotmail.co.uk

David Garrod
Bartwood, Dunkeswell

Tel: 01404 890156
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Culm
Valley Firewood

Seasoned Hardwood,
Logs, and Kindling

01884 32940
R.H.I. Accredited
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NEED HEATING OIL? 
 

Then ring the local experts! 

 MONUMENT FUELS.  
 

FAST DELIVERY AND COMPETITIVELY PRICED 
 

KEROSENE, RED DIESEL & BOTTLED GAS 
 

Also available to collect from our yard pump weekdays 8am to 5pm 
 

01823 650999 
Foxmoor Business Park, Chelston, Wellington, TA21 9RF 

 

NEED MORE SPACE? 

MOVING HOUSE?  GARAGE FULL UP? 

FOXMOOR SELF 

STORAGE 
Local, convenient container storage just off 

Junction 26 M5 with 24 hour access. 

Rates from £85 per month.  
 

01823 650888 
 

www.foxmoorselfstorage.co.uk 

 

 

 

  

                                
All Aspects of Tree Surgery                             

Stump Removal 
Crown Lifting Crown Reduction 

Grounds Maintenance Grass Cutting                                              
Hedge Cutting All types of Fencing                                                     

Wood Chip Seasoned Logs 
General Garden Maintenance Turfing                                         

Fully Insured Private & Commercial Customers                            
Free Quotations                                    

www.fourseasons-treeservices.com 
Oliver Vernon                                        

info@fourseasons-treeservices.com 
01884 563021/07766168162 

 
 

KWS
WOODBURNERS

Kevin Walker

 07896 282449

• Stove Installation 
• Servicing 
• Power Sweeping 
• Chimney Work 
• Free Estimates

KWS
Cleaning
WINDOW CLEANING SERVICE

01823 680809 
07896 282449

Solar Panels

Windows Fascias

Gutter Hoovering

Patio & Driveways



14 15

Nurtured By Nature
South Street
Wellington

The Blackdown
Healthy Living Centre
Riverside, Hemyock

Martha Price
OSTEOPATHY

07734 431624
07534 222031

blackdownchiropractors.co.uk 

We are working as normal throughout the current Covid-19 restrictions and 
are following the strict guidlines issues from our professional associations 
regarding Covid infection control proceedures and use of PPE.  So, no need 
to su�er on. Give us a call !

joint aches and pains
whiplash injuries

neck pain

headaches sports injuries
back pain

Susan Moore BSc(Hons)Chiro,RGN

The Blackdown

Healthy Living Centre

Riverside, Hemyock

10
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-Grass Cutting  
-Strimming 
-Weeding         

-Garden Waste Removal
-Autumn Leaf Clearing
-Hedge Trimming   

-Decking
-Windows   
-Conservatories

-Pressure Washing
-Lichen Removal
-Patios and Driveways  

Garden & Patio
Maintenance

Services

BROADFIELD

 Email: alan-fletcher1@hotmail.co.uk     Mobile: 07564 513125   Telephone: 01823 680234
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April • May 2023

 35 years of experience in practice.

07720 228942 dave@dparsonsaccountancy.co.uk

daveparsonsaccountancy Dave Parsons Accountancy Limited

OUR  SERVICES
Annual Accounts

VAT & Bookkeeping

Personal Tax Returns 
& Advice

Corporation Tax

Contact Dave Parsons 

Payroll

• Experienced, friendly and local  
 RIBA chartered architectural   
 practice based in Mid Devon,   
 working across the South West.
• Specialising in the adaptation of  
 listed buildings, residential   
 extensions, renovations and low  
 energy design new builds.
• Call Luke McAdam for a chat about  
 your project and how we might be  
 able to help.

01392 459777 - MAIL@HMAD.CO.UK
WWW.HMAD.CO.UK
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Service Schedule

Commercial Advertising

Advertisements are renewed on an annual basis 
commencing with the April edition. However, we do accept 
advertisements with each edition, if there is space. The 
charge will be on a pro-rata basis for the remaining editions 
before the next annual renewal. If you would like to place a 
commercial advertisement, please contact: pump-adverts@
lickham.co.uk. 

Next deadline for enquiries: 1 March 2025 for the April 2025 
edition.

 

Camilla Bridewell 

Micro Carer 
 

Helping support you or your loved one 
with living as independently as possible 

 

✓ Care & home help 
✓ Meal-time support 
✓ Engagement with hobbies 
✓ Trips out & errands 
✓ Dog walking 
✓ Sitting service (respite) 

 

Qualified, DRB checked & insured 
Availability from January 2024 

 

Call or text me on  07500 336867  
 camillabridewell@outlook.com 

 
 
 

 

Review the
profiles we
send you

Tell us the
support you’re

looking for

Choose who
you feel is the
best for you

Your Care | Your Choice | Your Hub

Consistent
quality care at
every visit

01392 982 832
exeter@hubcaresupport.co.uk

 

GGuuiiddaannccee,,  aassssiissttaannccee  aanndd  ssuuppppoorrtt  sseerrvviiccee  ffoorr  tthhoossee  ccoonntteemmppllaattiinngg  ddiivvoorrccee  oorr  
ggooiinngg  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  pprroocceessss..  

PPlleeaassee  eemmaaiill  iinnffoo@@aabbbbeeyyddiivvoorrccee..ccoomm  oorr  pphhoonnee  0077556655  885566222222  ffoorr  mmoorree  
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn..    

wwwwww..aabbbbeeyyddiivvoorrccee..ccoomm  

 
“Communities of faith, hospitality, and inspiration; loving God and loving our neighbour”

 
 

’

–

All services are contemporary in style, unless designated ‘Traditional’
Please check notices outside the churches for up-to-date information about services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s, Hemyock with Culm Davy Chapel –
–

St. Andrew’s, Clayhidon –
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Water flows uphill in Hemyock!?

There is a secret place in the lanes around Hemyock where water 
appears to flow uphill. That can’t be true I can hear you say but 
take a look at the picture. The water is flowing from right to left, 
through a gap in a hedge and into that bramble patch. Okay, so 
you won’t believe it until you have seen it with your eyes. I keep 
going back just to check and I will tell you where it is as a special 
Easter gift from me to you.

I was asked by the Church Ministry team to write 
something for the church spot in The Parish 
Pump, so here it is. I am writing this before 
Easter, and you will be reading it after, the most 
important day of the Christian year. So, what 
could I write about I thought to myself as I 
passed this gap in the hedge where you must see 
it to believe it. 

The first Easter day started early for two men 
who were told by some of their women that the 
massive stone rolled across the entrance to the 
tomb where Jesus’ body had been put had been 
rolled sideways and Jesus body was gone, despite 
being guarded by Roman soldiers armed to the 
teeth to prevent anyone trying to take the body. Impossible, the 
stone was too heavy and the guards too fierce. Two disciples Peter 
and John did not believe the women, perhaps the intensity of the 
grief they all felt and the brutality of the death of their friend 
were playing tricks on the women’s thinking. The two men ran 
as fast as they could to see for themselves. John, who was the 
younger man, arrived at the tomb first, it was a shocking sight, 
the stone had moved and the guards were gone, he froze in fear. 
Peter came up behind him and ran straight into the rock cave that 
had been created as a burial chamber. There on the plinth where 
Jesus body had been laid were the white linen grave clothes 
that were commonly used. The headpiece was neatly folded but 
the continuous bandage-like shroud was intact, like a butterfly 
chrysalis, it looked like the body had passed through the cloth, 
it still had the shape of Jesus. The men were stunned, can you 
imagine what they were thinking? As they left John turned to look 
at the sight once more and in a moment of revelation, believed.

Outside, deep in the Olive grove and shrubs was a woman called 
Mary Magdalene.

She had been with the group of women who had gone early 
as the sun rose to dress the body of Jesus as was the custom, 
they had been prevented from doing so on the Friday before. 
Tears streamed down her face and sobbing uncontrollably, she 
stumbled back to the tomb and looked in again just to check 

reality. Through the blur of her stinging eyes, 
she saw two figures one at the head of the plinth 
where the folded head cloth was and one at the 
base. Such was the state of her mind she never 
wondered what they were doing there, but she 
was jerked back to reality when they asked, “Why 
are you crying”. She answered, her tears running 
again, “They have taken my Lord and I don’t 
know where they have put him”.

She turned, steadying herself and there was a 
man, just outside the entrance, she presumed  
the gardener, who asked her the same question. 

“Why are you crying”? She said “If you’ve taken 
my Lord tell me where you have put him.”

Jesus answered by saying her name “Mary”.  
She knew that voice! she returned his gaze and as her legs gave 
way she grabbed Jesus for support. “Rabboni (Teacher)” she 
cried looking into his face. “You had better not hold me” he said 
smiling, “but go and tell the others.”

So, here is the Easter present I promised you, actually two. One 
is a fact, the other an illusion, go and see for yourself. In the Bible 
look at John 20: 1-18. For the other, use What3words - https://w3w.
co/plod.costs.pounce.

Piers Langdon

Upper Culm Valley Mission Community is now on Facebook!

 
“Communities of faith, hospitality, and inspiration; loving God and loving our neighbour”

 
   

 

 

All services are contemporary in style, unless designated ‘Traditional’
Please check notices outside the churches for up-to-date information about services. 

 

Water flows uphill in Hemyock!? 
 
There is a secret place in the lanes around Hemyock where water appears 
to flow uphill. That can't be true I can hear you say but take a look at the 
picture. The water is flowing from right to left, through a gap in a hedge and 
into that bramble patch. Okay, so you won’t believe it until you have seen it 
with your eyes. I keep going back just to check and I will tell you where it is 
as a special Easter gift from me to you. 
I was asked by the Church Ministry team to write something for the church 
spot in The Parish Pump, so here it is. I am writing this before Easter, and 
you will be reading it after, the most important day of the Christian year. So, 
what could I write about I thought to myself as I passed this gap in the 
hedge where you must see it to believe it. The first Easter day started early 
for two men who were told by some of their women that the massive stone rolled across the 
entrance to the tomb where Jesus’ body had been put had been rolled sideways and Jesus body 
was gone, despite being guarded by Roman soldiers armed to the teeth to prevent anyone trying 
to take the body. Impossible, the stone was too heavy and the guards too fierce. Two disciples 
Peter and John did not believe the women, perhaps the intensity of the grief they all felt and the 
brutality of the death of their friend were playing tricks on the women’s thinking. The two men 
ran as fast as they could to see for themselves. John, who was the younger man, arrived at the 
tomb first, it was a shocking sight, the stone had moved and the guards were gone, he froze in 
fear. Peter came up behind him and ran straight into the rock cave that had been created as a 
burial chamber. There on the plinth where Jesus body had been laid were the white linen grave 
clothes that were commonly used. The headpiece was neatly folded but the continuous 
bandage-like shroud was intact, like a butterfly chrysalis, it looked like the body had passed 
through the cloth, it still had the shape of Jesus. The men were stunned, can you imagine what 
they were thinking? As they left John turned to look at the sight once more and in a moment of 
revelation, believed. 
Outside, deep in the Olive grove and shrubs was a woman called Mary Magdalene.  
She had been with the group of women who had gone early as the sun rose to dress the body of 
Jesus as was the custom, they had been prevented from doing so on the Friday before. Tears 
streamed down her face and sobbing uncontrollably, she stumbled back to the tomb and 
looked in again just to check reality. Through the blur of her stinging eyes, she saw two figures 
one at the head of the plinth where the folded head cloth was and one at the base. Such was the 
state of her mind she never wondered what they were doing there, but she was jerked back to 
reality when they asked, “Why are you crying”. She answered, her tears running again, “They 
have taken my Lord and I don’t know where they have put him”. 
 
 She turned, steadying herself and there was a man, just outside the entrance, she presumed 
the gardener, who asked her the same question. “Why are you crying”? She said “If you’ve taken 
my Lord tell me where you have put him.” 
 
Jesus answered by saying her name “Mary”. She knew that voice! she returned his gaze and as 
her legs gave way she grabbed Jesus for support. “Rabboni (Teacher)” she cried looking into his 
face. “You had better not hold me” he said smiling, “but go and tell the others.” 
 
So, here is the Easter present I promised you, actually two. One is a fact, the other an illusion, go 
and see for yourself.  In the Bible look at John 20: 1-18. For the other, use What3words - 
https://w3w.co/plod.costs.pounce 
 
Piers Langdon 
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Weddings 

St Mary’s Church, Hemyock, 

Culm Davy Chapel, 

St Andrew’s Church, Clayhidon 

& 

All Saints Church, Culmstock 

are all available for wedding 
ceremonies. 

 

For more information please email: 

ucvmission@gmail.com 

St Mary’s
Hemyock

In This Issue:

 ɬ • Radio Hemyock

 ɬ • Unknown Soldier

 ɬ •  Lights Brigade Spring 
Dance

 ɬ • Hemyock Youth Club

 ɬ • Easter Egg Hunt

Radio Hemyock
In order to help people know what’s going on in the village and 
the surrounding area it is proposed that Hemyock has its very 
own radio station! This would be internet radio and apart from 
music there would be an opportunity to publicise events and 
enable groups and organisations to share their timetables and 
news. 

It's early days but do get in touch if you would like to be involved. 
The station will launch at Hemyock Day on Saturday 29 June. 
Email Hemyockday@outlook.com for furhter information. 

St Mary’s Charity & Coffee Shop 
 

As we looked around the shop recently 
we found:- 

Atlases. Books, Candles, Dog leads, 
Egg cups, Flower vases, Golf balls, 
Handbags, I Spy books, Jewellery, 

Kitchen utensils, Lamp shades, Maps, 
Needles, Orange peelers, Paintings. 
Queen Elizabeth mugs,  Railway kits, 
Suitcases, Teddy Bears, Umbrellas, 

Vinyl Records, and a Wet suit. 
But we did not have the X-ray glasses 

so did not find the Yacht or the Zebra. 
What will you find? 

************** 
Tuesdays and first Saturdays 

10am till Noon 
Church Rooms, Castle Hill 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that Hemyock 
Church Rooms are available for 

hire? 
The space includes a hall and kitchen, ideal for 
parties or meetings or for a repeat event/class and 
costs just £8 per hour. 

For more information or bookings please contact 
Janice Bawler:  
jbawler1947@hotmail.co.uk  

 07773 579809 
 

 

 

PAMELA JOAN GUBB

PAMELA JOAN GUBB born 18-2-1945, died 26-1-2024 aged 
78 years. Beloved wife of 61 years, mother, grandmother & 
great grandmother.

Dennis & family would like to thank everyone who attended 
the "Celebration of life" of Pam, and for all the lovely cards 
and messages of support.

Over £500 has been collected to date in memory of Pam, to 
be split evenly between The Blackdown Support group, and 
Parkinsons Research.

Can you help?

The unknown soldier – this photo was found among old 
sheet music in Hemyock parish church. Is there anyone 
among the long established families of Hemyock who would 
recognise this young man? If so, please contact me – I will 
be happy to return it to you. Otherwise it should probably 
go into the parish archives.
 

Strength of the Hills by Ronald H White published Pater 
Noster 1964 for the centenary of the Blackdown Hills 
Mission.  Does anyone have a spare copy of this preferably 
with the dust jacket as illustrated above which they would 
be willing to part with? Ron and I have five grandchildren.  
I would like to leave a copy for each of them but at present 
only have four.

Thank you very much, Val White.

Telephone: 01823 681020.  Email: revron@btinternet.com

KING’S BREAKFAST SERVICES

HEMYOCK BAPTIST CHURCH

10:00 am

SUNDAY 28th APRIL 2024

SUNDAY 26th MAY 2024

Fun family service with a Cuppa,

Crafts & Bacon/Sausage Sandwich!

FRIDAY 3RD MAY

Hemyock Baptist Church

MESSY CHURCH

A cooked tea, crafts, activities,
songs &

games for
children &

their
adults.

4.00 pm -
6.00pm

Sunday 16th June 2024

Hemyock Baptist Church

FREE FILM NIGHT

An inspiring

family friendly

film showing

from 7pm, open

to all. No need

to book. Come

early for a coffee!
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DIFFERENCE

The bush beside,
So close the same!

But are themselves.
And every tree upon the hill,

A different green,
Is seen.

MORNING CLOUD

Just the start of day,
Drifts a vision of another land,
A glimpse of that perfect place,

Bright morning light across the sky;
The Artists art of new pictures in the air,

High white cloud kissed gold,
By rising Sun,

Will point the way the day to run.

Another cloud of morning dreams,
Prayerful hopes and hopeful dreams,

Changes to fill the mind,
As the ages change,

And sees the ending of the day;
Fear not for the light will,

Still shine gold,
And brighter than the morning sun!

David Palmer

Poets Corner

 

 

A Spring Concert 
ffeeaattuurriinngg  tthhee  ddoouubbllee  mmuussiiccaall  ttrreeaatt  ooff::  

The Wyndham Singers 
from Kentisbeare 

& 
The Stuart Singers 

from Minchinhampton, Gloucestershire 
 

St Andrew’s Church, Cullompton 
Saturday 20th April 

7pm 
 

Tickets: £12 
from: David Ball 07962 401408 

or email: 
info@wyndhamsingers.org.uk 

 

All proceeds in much-needed aid 
of HOSPISCARE 

Hemyock Day

Saturday 29 June gives us the chance for everyone 
to gather together to celebrate just living in 
Hemyock at Longmead Field. 

The event will start at 12.00 when we’ll be having 
our Big Picnic. Bring your own chair, picnic, blanket 
or whatever. 

Food stalls offering Pizza, BBQ, Grill, Ice Cream 
and cakes will be available along with a pay bar. 
There is no entry fee. There will be childrens’s 
entertainment at 2pm followed by live music 
from 3pm. And many other attractions. 

So come along and enjoy the day – hopefully in the 
sunshine!

The Lights Brigade’s Spring Dance is on 20th 
April

It’s time for a great Hemyock night out of high energy LIVE MUSIC 
and dancing in the Parish Hall! Yes, It’s the Lights Brigades 
fundraiser for the Lights Parade 2024, which by the way is on the 7th 

December, put the date in your calendar now!

This year we welcome THE SWAMP STOMP STRING BAND to 
headline the stage, this raucous Bluegrass, Country and energetic 
Americana four-piece travelling band are renowned for their 
boisterous and bawdy, rough and rowdy, theatrically extravagant 
performances! We love supporting up and coming young band, so 
support comes from Exeter's CALLOUT, a fine touch of classic 
indie. There will be the usual fully stocked bars, Special Gin Bar and 
the return of popular draft Ale, Cider and Lager, and of course NO 
raffle. We are always looking for new sponsors to help us light up the 
village for Christmas, please get in touch. Ticket price of £12.50 held 
since 2016 – no cost of living rise here! Available NOW from Spar, 
and online, where there is a 50p handling 
charge, click on the QR code. Hope to see 
you on the dance floor.

Tim Martin – Chair. Tel: 07967989839.  
www.lightsbrigade.org.uk.
Facebook: Lights Brigade Hemyock.
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The Violet Chapman Charity (Charity registration number 
299996) was established in 1986 after Mrs Violet Chapman, 
who was a patient of the Blackdown Practice, gave a 
substantial gift to the doctors, which was intended to provide 
patients with services and help that were not available under 
the NHS.

The original Trustees were Dr Jonathan Meads, Mrs 
Chapman and Sir Christopher who, at that time, was senior 
partner with Ashfords Solicitors and one time president  
of the Law Society. The Trustees were, at this time, all 
volunteers not drawing any salary or expenses, and this 
remains the case to date.

The Trust has discretion to give grants for medical 
equipment and treatments as well as giving financial 
assistance to patients of the Blackdown Practice for 
numerous purposes.

All grants are given for the physical and mental wellbeing  
of the patients, and many will gain support by the help 
the Trust gives in supplying counselling where the NHS is 
unable to supply.

There are many examples that we could give of the patients  
we have helped recently and would cite one that required 

their bathroom to be modernised to enable them to 
continue to live at home; another patient who needed a 
chair that would help them in getting in and out without 
assistance. Another example is a patient who had severe 
back pain and a grant was given for them to have remedial 
massage.

If you feel the Trust can help you we would suggest you talk 
to your GP or any person who gives you support and submit 
an Application form which can be found online or pick 
one up from any of the Blackdown Practice surgeries. The 
Trustees are only too happy to consider any applications. 
Alternatively for more details please contact the secretary, 
Mrs Judy Barton on 01823 680975 or j.h.barton@hotmail.
co.uk.

The Trustees are proud of the speed with which they are 
able to help patients and in many cases are able to provide 
financial assistance within two weeks. 

The current Trustees are Mrs Shirley Wyatt (Chairman), 
Mr Stephen Walker (Legal representative - Ashfords), Mrs 
Judy Barton (Secretary), Mrs Penny Browning, Dr Susan 
Brocklesby and Mr Tom Baker.

The Violet Chapman Trust

COULD WE HELP YOU?

NEWS FROM HEMYOCK BAPTIST CHURCH Pastor SteveWilliams 0737 900 9325 hembcpastor@gmail.com
Church Secretary Maureen 680111 Prayer Requests Chenda 662318
A training seminar was organised for a government department and the theme of the day was about resolving conflict between
management and staff. Contributions from attendees were recorded on a flipchart. Someone suggested that a weakness in the
department was the management's tendency to interfere on trivial issues. So the word ‘nitpicking’ was duly written on the flip
chart. Suddenly one of the managers leapt to his feet. “Shouldn’t there be a hyphen between ‘nit’ and ‘picking’?”, he asked.

Elsewhere, some twenty years ago now, the USmilitary announced an astonishing discovery. They had created an ‘indestructible
sandwich’ that stays fresh for up to three years and can withstand extreme heat, rough handling and air-drops. Available in
pepperoni and barbecue chicken flavours, this breakthrough was achieved following months of research by food scientists in
Massachusetts. According to press reports at the time, the discovery would enable greater efficiency within the military, as
service personnel would no longer have to worry about stale or soggy sandwiches as they risked life and limb on the battlefield.
The feedback from soldiers who piloted the product was that the sandwiches were “acceptable”. We were even promised they
would make their way onto supermarket shelves…maybe we all dodged a bullet there!

Time for a bit of nitpicking. All this got me wondering about our priorities. We seem to spend so much time and effort on things
that, in the big scheme of things, are not that important. Surely we could live without the indestructible sandwich and make a
step (even a small one) towards eradicating world hunger instead? The Bible reminds us that we should never tire of doing good (2
Thessalonians 3:13); so let’s not just be ‘do-gooders’ for appearances’ sake, but actually do some good by focusing our time and
energy on the things that will make a difference. We don’t all have to come up with an innovation that will change the world; but a
smile, an encouraging word, or a simple good deed can change the world of a friend or neighbour for the better – and that could
be far more significant than we’ll ever know… Pastor Steve

SERVICES IN APRIL 2024 SERVICES IN MAY 2024

● Sunday 7th 10:30 am Morning Service, Young Church & Coffee
● Sunday 14th 10:30 am Morning Service, Young Church & Coffee
● Sunday 21st 10:30 am Communion, Young Church & Coffee
● Sunday 28th 10:00 am KING’s BREAKFAST Family Fun Service

● Sunday 5th 10:30 am Morning Service, Young Church & coffee
● Sunday 12th 10:30 am Morning Service, Young Church & coffee
● Sunday 19th 10:30 am Communion, Young Church & coffee
● Sunday 26th 10:00 am KING’s BREAKFAST Family Fun Service

MONDAYS TODDLER TIME

MONDAYS - TERM TIME ONLY
9:00 - 11:30 am

Open to under 5’s, toys, activities &
refreshments.

WEDNESDAYS CHAPEL CAFE

WEDNESDAYS
9:15 - 11:30 am

Join us for tea, coffee & a chat.

THURSDAYS 30 MINUTESWITH GOD

EVERY THURSDAY
10:00 - 10:30 am

A silent time of prayer, rest &
reflection, our prayer team are on
hand to pray with you if you wish.

HOUSE & PRAYER GROUPS

7.30 pm
TUESDAYS with Anne (680057) or
THURSDAYS with Vivien ( 680952)

SATURDAY PRAYERS
8-8.45 am please contact Anne

KING’S BREAKFAST
SUNDAY 28th APRIL 2024

10:00 am
Our fun family service with a Cuppa,
Crafts & Bacon or Sausage Sandwich!

MESSY CHURCH
FRIDAY 3RD MAY

4:00 - 6.00 pm
A cooked tea, crafts, activities, songs
and games for children & their adults.

KING’S BREAKFAST
SUNDAY 26th MAY 2024

10:00 am
Our fun family service with a Cuppa,
Crafts & Bacon or Sausage Sandwich!

FILM NIGHT
SUNDAY 16th JUNE

7:00 pm
An inspiring family
friendly film, open
to all. Come along
early for a coffee.

PLEASE SEE BELOW:

IF THERE ARE ANY SMALL SPACES LEFT IN THE MAGAZINE PLEASE COULD YOU ADD THE ADVERTS
BELOW FOR OUR EXTRA EVENTS

HEMYOCK GARDENERS’ ASSOCIATION 
 

 PLANT SALE 
 
 

  
Afternoon Tea 

 

Wednesday 10 April 
Hemyock Parish Hall 

2.30pm 

Tea, Coffee, Cake & Plants For Sale
 

Hemyock Gardeners’ Association 

 
Hemyock Parish Hall 

Saturday 6th April 
Viewing and Ploughmans 

from 12.30pm 
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The Blackdown Healthy Living & Activity Centre – What’s on 

You can find the BHLAC at Riverside, Lower Millhayes, Hemyock, EX15 3SH 
www.bhlac.org.uk or call 01823 680687  

Riverside 
Club 

Mondays and Thursdays most weeks of the year, 9.30am – 3pm.  Day of activities, entertainment 
and lunch for older residents of the Blackdown Hills. Contact Lynn Pulman (01823) 680687 

Community 
Shed 

Sundays and Mondays most weeks of the year, 10am – 1pm.  The Shed is a place to pursue 
practical interests at leisure, to practice skills and enjoy making and mending in a social setting. 
Contact Peta Dayus-Jones (01823) 680687 

Stay & Play 
Hub 

Wednesdays term-time 9.30am – 11am, a drop-in stay & play session for babies and pre-school 
children. Art & craft, messy & sensory play, music & stories.  Health Visitor clinic on the 2nd 

Wednesday of each month.   
  

   

Monday Pilates (3 classes) 9am, 10.15am & 11.30am Louise Lyus www.connectedpilates.com 
 Yoga 6.15pm  Julia Baldock (07708 469745) 

Tuesday Yoga 9.30am  Sharon (07928 953134) 
 Pilates 6.30pm  Harriet Tubbs (07791234319) 

Wednesday Pilates  6.30pm  Harriet Tubbs 
Thursday Sound Baths 7pm Emma Dee www.emmadeesoundtherapy.com 

Friday Pilates (2 classes) 9.30am & 10.45am Sarah Grey www.pilatessouthwest.co.uk 
 

Therapies 
Chiropractor - Sue Moore (07534 222031)    Massage - Rachel Ridler (07854 973276) 
Osteopathy - Martha Price (07734 431624)  Massage - Ruth Bell (07892 896895) 
Hypnotherapist - Helen Morris - www.innerfreedomhypnotherapy.co.uk 
Betonica Herbal Medicine Clinics - www.betonica.co.uk/herbal-clinic 
 

 

Mondays & Thursdays 
9.30am – 3pm 

Healthy Living Centre, Hemyock 

Ring 01823 680687 for further info. 

 

Fun-filled day 
for older people 

Two-course 
lunch 

Take Part, Laugh,  

Enjoy & Live Life 

Blackdown  
Stay & Play 

Hub 
Sensory Sessions 

Splash 

Squelch Spray 

Spin Shake 
Term time 

Wednesdays 9.30am—11am 
Healthy Living Centre 

£2 per family 
TODDLERS  BABIES  PARENTS  GRANDPARENTS  NEW MUMS & DADS 

Squeeze 

Join our Facebook 
Group Stay & Play 

Hub Hemyock  

 

@@tthheeggaarraaggeess,,  LLoowweerr  MMiillllhhaayyeess,,  eexx1155  33TTBB  
CCoonnttaacctt;;  yyoouutthhcclluubblloooonniieess@@iicclloouudd..ccoomm    

FFBB;;  yyoouutthh@@tthheeggaarraaggeess    

PPooooll        

AAiirr  HHoocckkeeyy  

GGaammeess  CCoonnssooll  

GGaammeess    CCrraafftt  

TTaabbllee  TTeennnniiss    

PPhhyyssiiccaall    

AAccttiivviittiieess  

GGaammeess  HHaallll  

MMoovviiee  RRoooomm  

QQuuiieett  RRoooomm  

CCaafféé  &&  TTuucckk  SShhoopp  

LLeeaarrnniinngg  WWoorrkksshhooppss  

YYoouutthh  LLiiffee  TTooppiicc  TTaallkkss  

MMuucchh  MMoorree  

                      ££22  EEnnttrryy  

      66--88  MMoonnddaayyss  

              AAggeess  1100--1177

  Youth Club is back 

      All welcome 

Hemyock Youth Club 
Hemyock Youth Football Club Survey

HMany thanks to everyone who responded to Hemyock Youth 
Football Club’s survey about the facilities in Longmead in the 
autumn. There were 104 responses to the online survey which 

was open from 20 October – 10 November. In addition to this, pupils 
conducted a separate survey at Hemyock Primary School collecting 
50 responses. The Parish Council offered 3 prizes of Exe Valley Pizza 
vouchers, for which many thanks from the HYFC committee, and the 
lucky winners were Liam, Jane Adair and Bryony Redwood. 

The key findings were that:

 ɬ • 80 respondents (77%) were in favour of upgrading 
the surface of the Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) at 
Longmead

 ɬ • 85 respondents (82%) were in favour of the grass 
pitches being improved with better drainage and 
floodlighting.

 ɬ • 89 respondents (86%) would support a community 
café at Longmead.

This leads us to conclude that there is widespread support for 
these matters to be explored further. Our next steps are to 
gather quotes for improving the MUGA surface and improving 
the drainage on the grass pitch. We will also conduct an audit of 
available all-weather pitches and their capacity in Mid Devon and 
look for active grants and loans which may be available to the club 
or the Parish Council to support improvements at Longmead.

For the latest news and to keep in touch with the project, 
please follow our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
HemyockYouthFC.
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GGaarrddeennss  OOppeenn  at 
 

rreeGGeennccyy  HHOOuussee  
 

for the National Gardens Scheme 
 

     April 20 & 21 2 - 5 
  
June 1,2,8,9,15,16 2 - 5 

 
 

Adults £6.00         Children free  
 

Regency House is the original Hemyock Rectory, built in 1855 with a 
traditional Blackdown Hills barn and yard dating back to the 1700s.  

Over the last thirty-four years the garden has been restored and brought 
back to life; it is now mature, tranquil and interesting, bursting with 

interesting plants, bugs, bees and birds. The walled garden produces far 
too much delicious fruit and veg for the house.  

 
 

There are ponds and meticulously-trimmed yew hedges, a blue and 
white garden, bog garden, winter garden and many other interesting 

areas to explore or just sit in. 
 
 

Do come and visit this wonderful garden, only a five minute walk from the 
Catherine Wheel on the Dunkeswell Road.  

 
For plantaholics there is a very comprehensive plant list to help with 

identification. 
 

Tea & delicious, homemade cakes on the terrace 
£4.00  

 
All proceeds go to Charity, the principle one being  

Macmillan Cancer Support 

KING’S BREAKFAST SERVICES

HEMYOCK BAPTIST CHURCH

10:00 am

SUNDAY 28th APRIL 2024

SUNDAY 26th MAY 2024

Fun family service with a Cuppa,

Crafts & Bacon/Sausage Sandwich!

FRIDAY 3RD MAY

Hemyock Baptist Church

MESSY CHURCH

A cooked tea, crafts, activities,
songs &

games for
children &

their
adults.

4.00 pm -
6.00pm

Sunday 16th June 2024

Hemyock Baptist Church

FREE FILM NIGHT

An inspiring

family friendly

film showing

from 7pm, open

to all. No need

to book. Come

early for a coffee!

Valley Arts

Alice in Wonderland was a great 
success; it was a complete sell- out 
for the second year running. People 

in the village are asking us to consider an extra performance, particularly 
a matinee, we have taken this on board and we are trying to work out 
feasible options. 

The feed back from members of the audience was great, they 
appreciated the large cast, who all played their parts superbly and 
enjoyed Alice and the Dames’ wit and comic timing throughout. 

Our NODA report was glowing summing up with “The staging and 
props for this production were designed and constructed from 
scratch by the company, it was beautifully painted with trees, 
flowers and large mushrooms/toadstools with added LED lighting 
on the backdrop of Alice in Wonderland. Up to 30 lights were 
rigged for the production and the company used individual mics 
for the first time. All of the costumes were colourful, well made 
and perfectly suited to each character, well done indeed to the 
costume and makeup departments for their obvious hard work 
and attention to detail. Comedy is essential in all pantomimes. 
The use of ad-libbing, double-entendres and some risqué jokes 
were dispersed throughout this performance and it worked well. 
There were clever touches added by the director & choreographer 
with a mixture of piano accompaniment and backing track music 
that was used to great effect. 

Valley Arts and Social Society produced one of the funniest 
pantomimes I have seen in a while and I left the auditorium still 
giggling. I was given the warmest of welcomes from everyone 
involved and I witnessed a very happy audience as they left the 
hall. Well done to the cast, crew, FOH and production team for a 
very entertaining and humorous evening of fun."

Our AGM will be held in the Cornhill Room of the Catherine 
Wheel 7-8pm on 19th April with a meal in the dining room at 
8.15pm. Everyone welcome to meal and or the meeting.
We are booked to go to Plymouth Theatre Royal to see a 
performance of “The Devil Wears Prada” on 23rd of July at 
7.30pm, the coach will leave Hemyock at 3.00pm and we can enjoy 
a pre show meal. 

NEW! in 2024. Come and join us on the first Tuesday of every 
month for informal social get togethers in the Catherine Wheel.

If you would like to join the group or to participate in any 
way, contact Lynn at lynnpulman@btinternet.com Caroline at 
cjpinder@hotmail.co.uk or Stuart at stuart.summers28@gmail.
com.

Caroline Pinder (Secretary)

CHANGING COLOURS

An exciting mixed Exhibition and Studio Sale
Monday 8th - Saturday 13th April 2024
10.00 am to 4.00 pm
THE POP-UP, Fore Street, Wellington, TA21 8AG

This April sees another great mixed Art exhibition in the 
community space which is the Pop Up Shop in Fore Street, 
Wellington. This will be a wide-ranging exhibition of work  by 
Claire Western, a Wellington-based artist and art teacher. She will 
be joined by Tor Townsend, another well-known west-country 
artist.

The show will be partly in aid of Taunton Samaritans. Claire and 
Tor have held other charitable shows at the Pop-Up, including very 
well-supported and successful exhibitions raising money for Arc, 
Taunton Association for the Homeless and another in aid of The 
Alzheimer’s Association.

‘We decided we wanted to help another charity and have chosen 
Taunton Samaritans for this year’s show. ‘ Tor and I are preparing a big collection of paintings, drawings and prints, both framed 
and unframed and all at studio prices. We are delighted to be able to show our work in this lovely town centre space and hope as 
many people as possible will come for a browse and to support this very active and important charity.’

Claire is best known for her mixed media work, mainly large expressive land and seascapes. She is also known locally for the many 
workshops which she runs in drawing, painting and printmaking at Eliza House, Fore Street, Wellington. Tor’s work often has 
architecture and buildings as a subject, with a focus on dilapidation.

For any further information about this event, please contact Claire: clairewestern2@gmail.com, 
www.clairewesternart.co.uk, 07518 753790.
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Hemyock Parish Council update

It is with considerable sadness that we record the passing of Mrs 
Donna Evans, Hemyock’s Parish Clerk for the past 11 years.  With 
her previous experience as a trouble-shooter for a large insurance 

company providing advice on difficult and contentious insurance claims, 
she was very well suited to the many tasks involved.  Donna took on the 
role in 2012, together with the parallel responsibilities of being the ‘Proper 
Officer and Responsible Finance Officer’ of the Parish Council, advising 
on protocol and the correct courses of action to run the council.  She 
quickly established an excellent network of people within Hemyock, with 
other parish clerks in the area and with Mid Devon Council staff.  She 
threw herself into the work, dealing with some very difficult and sensitive 
issues and also ensured that all the Parish Council’s official documents 
were up to date.  
All this work was 
a hugely valuable 
foundation for 
her to undertake a 
12-month course to 
achieve a Certificate 
in Local Council 
Administration. 
True to form, Donna 
passed with flying 
colours.

Donna dealt with all aspects of Parish Council work; a huge range 
of tasks and projects. These included, parish finances, Public 
Open Space land, Longmead sports area, maintenance of parish 
assets, footpaths and pavements, management of Hemyock’s five 
commons, cemetery, garages youth centre, emergency planning, 
Hemyock local plan, legal aspects and liaison with solicitors, 
Healthy Living Centre improvements, proposed skateboard 
park, Police liaison, reports to the Parish Pump, council 
communications and web site, planning applications, Jubilee 
celebrations, Air Ambulance night landing site, defibrillator 
contracts and support, and much more.  Her work behind the 
scenes negotiating with officialdom and obtaining grants was 
hugely beneficial to the parish

Donna willingly embraced all 
aspects of Council work, including 
testing the skatepark in Tiverton, 
as pictured.  She also took part 
in many other activities, such as 
tree planting, clearing vegetation 
from St Margaret’s Brook, balsam 
pulling, organising parties and 
events, speedwatch, litter picking 
and commons management.  

Her wonderful sense of humour, 
exuberance, natural cheerfulness 
and ability to communicate 
with anyone enabled Donna 
to deal with difficult issues 
without rancour or conflict.  

Most importantly, she was able to advise a disparate group of 
councillors to act correctly and legally.  She was a pivotal person 
to provide continuity on all Parish Council functions, chasing 
people to maintain progress whenever required.  Donna’s 
professionalism, commitment, enthusiasm and personality 
contributed greatly to the Hemyock community. 

Donna will be greatly missed and we are forever grateful for the 
major part she played in the successful running of our parish. 

Planning
Residents may view and comment on planning applications 
submitted to Mid Devon District Council on their Planning 
Portal.
www.middevon.gov.uk/residents/planning/public-access-search-
and-comment-on-planning-applications

Application numbers for consideration:

24/00082/HOUSE
23/01880/FULL
23/00511/FULL
24/00003/FULL
24/00112/FULL
24/00161/TPO
24/00181/FULL
24/00186/ADVERT
24/00246/HOUSE
24/00218/LBC
24/00317/FULL
24/00112/FULL
24/00161/TPO

Speeding is still an issue around the village. There is a community 
speed watch team but they are a very small band so if you are able 
to volunteer to help please get in touch with the Clerk who will 
pass your details over. More volunteers are needed in the Village 
if we are going to ensure that Speedwatch continues here.

A meeting was held with Cavanna Homes on 9th February. We 
raised concerns regarding the state of the field and its drainage, 
and suggested remedial action. The Community Land Committee 
followed this with a meeting on 19th February where a decision 
was made to seek an independent survey of the land drainage.

We are pleased to see that the Youth Club is starting back up 
again. We hope that residents will see the benefits of supporting 
this. Please encourage your children to go along and have some 
fun. HPC  are happy to donate £1000 to help with their start up 
costs.

The Community Larder is proving very popular. Since it opened 
in January over 1025kgs of food has been given away which is 
worth £3222. The Parish Council have agreed to fund the room 
rental at the Blackdown Healthy Living Centre and Its great to 
see that the Village is behind this project and we hope that it 
continues to grow. If you haven’t been along, do visit the Larder 
and help stop food waste.

Don’t forget the Hemyock Event on Saturday 29th June at 
Longmead. Sue Scattlebury and her amazing team of helpers 
are preparing yet another extravaganza following on from the 
Platinum Jubilee and Coronation celebrations. Preparations are 
well in hand, children’s activities and bands have been booked and 
there will also be a big lunch/picnic with food outlets for those 
who wish. For the music lovers amongst us as well as the booked 
bands,  if you haven’t managed to buy tickets for Glastonbury this 
year it will be shown in a marquee so you won’t miss anything. 
Please let Sue know if you would like to help in any way. 

We are disappointed to report that the public toilets were a target 
for an arson attack on Sunday 10th March. Fire Officers attended 
and although the fire was small and put out quickly, it has caused 
considerable damage which will be very costly. The Police have 
been informed and we ask if anyone witnessed anything around 
6-6.30pm on 10th March please either contact the Clerk or Devon 
and Cornwall Police Crime Reference number 50240057950.

DATE FOR YOUR DIARIES - The Annual Parish Meeting will 
be held on Wednesday 15th May at the Parish Hall. There will 
be burgers and hot dogs available. Please come and meet your 
Council and see what we have been doing over the last year, as 
well as future plans. We look forward to seeing you there.
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Hemyock’s Community Fridge has had an AMAZING 
first 2 months.  We now have 20 volunteers who 
help every week and lots of ‘back-up’ volunteers 
who can step in when needed.  These volunteers 
collect surplus food from the supermarkets, weigh 
and unpack the food, keep the fridge/freezer clean, 
hoover the room, recycle boxes and much more.  We 
couldn’t run the Community Fridge without them. 

In January we gave away 1025kg of food, an 
equivalent carbon saving of driving 748 miles.  In 
February we gave away 1223.7kg of food, an 
equivalent carbon saving of driving 893 miles.  Over 
2 tonnes of surplus food saved from landfill and 
given to our community.  Wow!  Thank you to 
everyone involved. 

 

 

We welcomed Helen Morris to our Therapy Team in 
February.  Helen is a hypnotherapist who can help 
with issues such as anxiety, depression, stress, 
weight management, phobias and much more.  
Helen is offering a 50% discount on any initial 
appointments booked in April and May. You can find 
out more at www.innerfreedomhypnotherapy.co.uk  

 

We have a new weekly class starting on Thursdays 7-
8pm.  Emma Dee is bringing Sound Baths to 
Hemyock.  A group sound bath is a session led by a 
trained sound therapist who plays specialist 
instruments in particular ways and in a specific 
sequence to help induce a feeling of relaxation and 
sometimes a meditative state.  The benefits of a 
sound bath can be numerous and profound. There is 
research on the benefits to those with tiredness, 
sleep deprivation, anxiety, depression as well as 
physical ailments such as soreness in the body and 
headaches.   Classes start on Thursday 25th April.  
£10 per session, 50% discount for your first session. 
You can find out more at 
www.emmadeesoundtherapy.com 
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What's OnWhat's On

What's On May

Parish Pump Deadline
June – July 2024 issue: 14th May
Editor: James Winrow 
pump@lickham.co.uk  
07763 855414
Commercial advertising:
pump-adverts@lickham.co.uk
Distribution: Sharon Hunt - Sharon@huntfamily.me

What's On April

Forthcoming Events 2024 

June
08  Coffee Morning in aid of Devon Air Ambulance
  1, Penn Cross View (10 – 12)
  Hemyock P.T.F.A. School Fete, 12 – 4pm.  
  
16  “Fathers’ Day”, Free Film Night, HBC, 7pm
19   Summer Solstice
20   Poppy Club
29  “HEMYOCK  DAY”, Longmead Field, 12 – 22.00

July 
24 – Aug 11 Olympic Games (Paris)
26   Devon Schools’ End of Term
27  Mid Devon Show, Knightshayes

Sept 
07  Autumn Show
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EASTER MONDAY,   Baptist Walk and Lunch     

     BSG Lunch Club, BHLAC, 12.30      Parish Council, BHLAC, 7.30

                          
SPRING SHOW and PLOUGHMAN’S  LUNCHES, PH                                  
 
               
              
           Tues Club,  FL 7.30                                                                                                                                           
Rosemary Lane Lunch Club 12.30    Empty Spaces, 2.30 – 4pm, BHLAC     Gardeners’ Plant Sale and Tea, 2.30 – 5pm (NB Change of time) 
Taunton F M.                     History Group, CR 7.30
Empty Spaces, BHLAC, 10-11.30
Tiverton, Cullompton Yarcombe FM                                                                                                       

                                                                                        
Devon Schools Summer Term Begins                                                                
                                            
   
Poppy Club, CR, 10 – 12  Taunton + Honiton FM                                                       
               
HEMYOCK MARKET 10-12, Well. FM,      Lights Brigade Dance,        Wyndham + Stuart Singers, St Andrews Church, Cullompton                          
 
London Marathon            
                    Young Farmers FL 7.30                                                                             
ST GEORGES’ DAY

Taunton FM     
                              
Uffculme FM                                  
 

                       

 BSG Hemyock Lunch Club, FL, 12.45 – 2.30   BHLAC        Parish Council, BHLAC,  7.30
Taunton FM                               
                         
Tiverton, Well. + Churchinford FMs                         
 
               
MAY BANK HOLIDAY             
                                                                                                                         Tues Club, 7.30, FL                                                                                      
BSG Rosemary Lane Lunch,   Empty Spaces, 2.30 - 4pm, BHLAC  Gardeners’ Meeting, 7.30, PH                        
ASCENSION DAY     Taunton FM,                  History Group, 7.30  CR                  
Empty Spaces, 10.30 - 12.00, BHLAC                   
Cullompton , Yarcombe FM,  Cricket, Hemyock Rec.                                                                                                

                                                        Young Farmers, FL 7.30
Charity/ Coffee Shop                                            
                                              
 Honiton + Taunton FM.    Poppy Club CR, 10 am – 12 pm   
                
HEMYOCK MARKET      Wellington Farmers’ Market                             
 
WHIT SUNDAY
                                                                             
Charity/ Coffee Shop, 10 -12, CR
  
Taunton Farmers’ Market,               
                             
“FIX IT”  REPAIR CAFÉ, Hemyock      Uffculme FM        Cricket, Hemyock Rec.                                   
 
                                                  
SPRING BANK HOLIDAY Devon Schools Half Term – May 31st 

                                        
(end of Half Term)

PH – Parish Hall
FL – Forbes Lounge
CR – Church Rooms
LM–Longmead
RS – Riverside
BC – Baptist Church
SM – St Mary’s
SA – St Andrew’s
ASC – All Saint’s Church
CPH – Clayhidon Parish Hall
BHLAC – Blackdown Healthy Living Activity Centre

Weekly Meetings in Parish Hall and Elsewhere (Forbes  Lounge, Church Room, BHLAC & Garages etc)

These WEEKLY activities happen regularly each 
week with occasional breaks for Bank Holidays 
and school holidays. They will not be in the 
monthly What’s On.   

They will not be put into the monthly  What’s 
On of the Parish Pump (as they are so regular) 
but fortnightly and monthly meetings WILL go 
into the What’s On.   

Please contact me, Sue Lambert, 680664 or 
sueliz.lambert30@gmail.com if there are any 
alterations, or additions to this list. 

PH - Parish Hall
FL – Forbes Lounge
BHLAC – Blackdown Healthy Living and 
Activity Centre
C.SHED – Community Shed
CR – Church Room

Sunday  Community Shed  10 – 1 pm       C Shed

Mondays  Riverside Club  9.30 – 3pm       BHLAC
  Short Mat Bowls  9.30 - 12.30      PH
  “Toddler-Time” (free) 9.00 – 11am     HBC (Term time only)
  Mature Movers  11 -12 noon      Garages  
  Art Group                 10 -12 noon (Sept-May) FL
  Community Shed  10 – 1 pm         C. Shed
  Badminton  1.30 – 3.30         PH
  Salsa DX Dance Exercise   6.30 – 7.30         PH
  Yoga    6.15 – 7.45        BHLAC

Tuesdays  Charity/ Coffee shop  10 -12 noon CR
  Yoga   9.30 – 11am BHLAC
  Pilates   6.30 – 7.30        BHLAC
  Baby & Toddlers  1.45 - 3.15  PH
  Moira Mansbridge Ballet 4.15 - 6.15  CR

Wednesdays Chapel Café    9.15 -1130am      HBC (closed 27th Dec, and Aug, restart Sept.)      
                        Blackdown Stay & Play 9.30 -11 am BHLAC
  Tai Chi   10am -12 noon PH 
                              Pilates (2 classes)  6 - 7.15 pm         BHLAC

Thursdays  Riverside Club  9.30 – 3pm         BHLAC 
                             Short Mat Bowls  1.30 – 4.30 pm PH
  Devon Dance Fit, Gold 10 - 11am  PH
  Devon Dance Fit  7.00 – 9.30  PH
                            “30 Minutes with God”       10 -10.30am HBC

Fridays  Pilates   (2 classes)  9.30  – 10. 15am         BHLAC
     Tap Dance   4.15 – 5.15pm PH

Saturday  Saturday Prayer Time,  8.00 – 8.45                   HBC
If you wish to give people an early notice of your events by getting it in the Forthcoming Events, please 
notify Sue Lambert, 680664 or at her email address: sueliz.lambert30@gmail.com by the “Parish Pump” 
deadline date. (This may stop too many clashes of dates!)
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Around Hemyock

II began compiling this column when the Rev Tony Grosse retired 
in 1996. Throughout that time I cannot recall a period when it 
recorded so many folk seeing a loved one pass away within a short 

period. 

We send love and prayers to the families of Bernard Haine, Pamela 
Gubb, Geraldine Marke, Christine Brown, Ann Smith, Maud 
Johnson, Donna Evans and Paul Mathews. The following have been 
received from their family and friends

Christine Brown
Depending on your age and how long you have lived here you may 
think of Christine as Sister Brown from the surgery, Churchwarden 
at St Mary’s, keep fit leader, travelling companion, WI member or 
simply a trusted and faithful friend.

Christine grew up at the Galyons pub on London docks but was 
evacuated to Scotland to stay with her cousins. She trained to be a 
nursery nurse at 15, She then spent a year or so working on a farm 
at Burrowbridge. From there her love of nursing saw her working 
at a children’s hospital in Birmingham later moving to Viney 
Green Childrens Home in Bristol where she took on the role of a 
housemother.

At 32 years her career took another change and she trained to be 
a nurse at Musgrove Park Hospital eventually becaming Sister 
of ward 8. From there she met Dr Franklin, and he offered her 
a job as Practice Nurse at Churchinford surgery. She moved to 
Churchinford and lived in a flat, with her mother, in Dr. Franklins 
house which was also the surgery. in 1975 she, moved to Hemyock 
where she became involved in many local events, keep fit, carnival 
and the church to name a few. She retired in 1994 and enjoyed 
many a coach holiday with Redwoods and started her own exercise 
classes. She loved cats, knitting, crotchet, walking, W.I and was 
Churchwarden for a number of years.

Happy in Hemyock
Ann Smith 1936-2024
Mum was the daughter of a GWR signalman and shopkeeper in 
a mining valley in South Wales. She met Dad (Alec) at Reading 
University (to be her husband for 64 years) as she studied for a 
degree in Geography and was a fierce lacrosse player! Mum went 
onto be a teacher and we moved around the country with Dads 
work living mainly in Manchester. In the early 80s Mum got the 
post as Head of Geography at Wellington School and was excited 
about this and an opportunity to return to a village life which 
was Hemyock .Friendships in Wellington and Hemyock started . 
The most welcome change was becoming part of a community in 
Hemyock. Mum had a strong belief and enjoyed going to church 
regularly again, she volunteered in the Hemyock summer schools, 
and did litter picking and walking local routes to check paths and 
styles were clear and she was committed to the Blackdown Support 
group. She liked being outdoors, walks up to Wellington Monument 
or along the lanes especially when spring flowers were there. She 
enjoyed tennis when the new recreational ground included the 
courts. There was lots of fun and laughter.

Mum was happy in Hemyock, her happiest place to live. In mum’s 
dementia years the community helped to support her in lots 
of ways. If she wandered off Dad would get a phone call and he 
could go and fetch her .The shops helped mum by picking out the 
right coins from her purse when she had lost recognition of them 
herself and so she could achieve her task of getting the milk and 

paper. Neighbours would welcome mum as she randomly popped 
in. Dementia care was the reason to leave but THANK YOU 
HEMYOCK for the happy days  Alison Adams (daughter)

Remembering Maud and Ken Johnson
On retirement in 1985 Maud and Ken moved from Kent to 
Hemyock, to St Margaret’s Close. Ken was an only child from 
Walthamstow in N. London and Maud, an identical twin, from 
nearby Edmonton but with Welsh and Swedish parents. She went 
to the Marist Convent School, opposite Spurs ground, and he went 
to George Monoux Grammar School. Both were excellent students 
judging by their school reports and held posts of responsibility. 

Maud spent much of the early 1940’s fire watching at night in 
London including during the Blitz. After returning from evacuation 
and working for a short while Ken was called up into the RAF where 
he worked on Lancasters and on early radar.  They met when they 
were both working for the local council, Ken as a scientific assistant 
and Maud as an accounting machine operator. If the war had 
not got in the way she would probably have trained as a cookery 
teacher.

They were married in June 1949 and honeymooned in Combe 
Martin. Their first home was in Bush Hill Park and before their two 
children, Janet and Karin, were born they enjoyed doing amateur 
dramatics together. Before moving to near Orpington they lived 
near Burgess Hill in Sussex for several years. Ken worked in Martins 
Bank, during the take over by Barclays, and later for the Civil 
Service. He had been a keen cyclist since a boy and thought nothing 
of cycling daily to work in South Norwood – 24 miles from home. 

Maud was a ‘stay at home mum’ until the children were older when 
she worked as a ward clerk in the children’s ward of their local 
hospital where she spent a lot of time listening to the children. She 
also spent a while as a Tupperware demonstrator – does anyone 
remember these ‘parties’?  Later she was a room steward at the 
National Trust’s Quebec House in Westerham after learning to 
drive in her late 40’s. She also learnt to text in her 80’s!

They enjoyed living in the village very much, making lots of friends 
and joining in with St Mary’s Church and other village activities 
including holidays around Europe with Redwoods. They also found 
the local Anglo Scan group and often went to their get-togethers 
especially at Christmas and Midsummer. In addition to this Maud 
helped with cookery sessions in the village Primary School which 
she and the children enjoyed.

They were both keen gardeners with Maud drying flowers for pot 
pourri and for sale at the fetes with Ken’s plants. She was often 
baking and her biscuits and cakes were much appreciated. Ken 
was also a skilled carpenter, making furniture, toys, trugs and even 
a ‘catherine wheel’ for a flower display at the 1988 village Flower 
Festival. He also audited local accounts several times – his earlier 
‘chief cashier’ banking experience coming in useful.

The Scandinavian influence was always evident in Maud’s baking, 
decorating, cross stitch pieces and other artistic work. She had 
been to pottery classes in Kent and in Hemyock she took up 
weaving on a small floor loom in the spare bedroom. They enjoyed 
many country walks together locally and exploring other parts of 
the UK on holiday. They both bought new walking boots in their 
early 80’s. As a child Maud had had regular trips to Sweden to visit 
family with her sister and their mother.

Many of their early family holidays were spent in a friend’s caravan 
near Studland, Swanage when all the necessary paraphernalia was 
squashed into a mini around the two children – no seatbelts then.

They would regularly drive to Hastings to visit Janet and often 
enjoyed the company of Karin and her family nearby – helping with 
babysitting in the early days and later providing a quiet study space 
for their three grandchildren when exams loomed. They had four 
greatgrandchildren, now ranging in age from 3-10 years, who were a 
great source of delight to them.

In 2014 they took the difficult decision to leave Hemyock and move 
into Dunkirk House where they were well cared for. 

Ken died in March 2018 at the age of 93 and Maud in January 2024 
aged 101. 

All the family were able to say goodbye to them at their funerals 
and were glad to be joined by some from the Anglo Scan Society 
and from Hemyock at Maud’s service.

As they were at their happiest living in Hemyock it seems only 
fitting that their memorial should be in St Mary’s churchyard.

Geraldine Marke
Geraldine was, especially in later life, a very private person. She had 
married Leslie and they had a daughter Sheila. Geraldine had lived 
in the parish all her life and her mother was a member of the Clist 
family.  For many years she worked at the now demolished Milk 
Factory and later as the popular village Post lady. She took great 
delight in chatting to all those on her round and keeping up to date 
with all the local news as she cycled to the different areas.

Geraldine was a gifted knitter and greatly enjoyed crafting 
garments for her grandchildren and great grandchildren throughout 
her 93Years. She was very fond of cats and greatly enjoyed watching 
the birds feed in her garden.

Bernard Haine
The sudden death of Bernard was a shock to all who knew him.
Bernard was born at Windovers, Madford Cross where he grew 
up with his older sister Meg and late brother Edward. They all 
attended Dunkeswell Abbey Chapel Sunday School because that 
was within walking distance. When he was about 8 he joined the 
Church Choir which may have only been for a short while because 
he had to cycle to and fro . He was in the Cubs for some years as 
well. All three children attended Hemyock Primary School in the 
old school. Bernard continued his education at Uffculme until 
leaving school and becoming apprenticed to Gerald Redwood to 
learn his trade as a carpenter. He remained working for ‘Redwoods 
‘until his retirement. 

He moved with his parents to Eastlands about 1975 where he 
remained until his death. He cared for his parents wonderfully as 
they got frailer. He was a gentle, caring and loving son, brother 
and uncle with a ready chuckle and grin.  Bernie will be sadly 
missed by friends and family alike especially as his death was so 
unexpected. On a personal note, Bernard was a good neighbour of 
my late parents for many years. He and dad could often be found 
chatting together as they gardened. He was also kind to my cousin 
Geraldine, another neighbour, frequently checking her garden bird 
feeders were filled and staying for a chat.

We also remember Pamela Gubb who had been involved with 
many village activities and Donna Evans Clerk to the Parish 
Council.  Although Paul Mathews had not lived in the area for 
some years there will be many who remember him. The son of 
the late Christine and Bryan, the twin of Ann and sister of Sue.  
Condolences are set to all the families. We remember all who are 
unwell or recovering from illness  or surgery and send all good 
wishes.

A spotlight on younger members of the community
Bea, one of our young neighbours, was one of 40 youngsters from 
our school who joined others travelling to London recently to take 
part in Young Voices 24. This was the first time Hemyock had taken 
part which involved singing at the O2. A memory for them all to 
cherish.

Two Hemyock Primary Children, Poppy and Flo, are donating their 
luscious locks to The Little Princess Trust to so that they can 
make wigs for young people who need them. The Little Princess 
Trust provides real hair wigs, free of charge, to children and young 
people who have lost their own hair through cancer treatment or 
to other conditions such as Alopecia. The charity is also one of the 
largest funders of childhood cancer research in the UK. Thank you 
to both girls for doing this and at the same time raising awareness 
and money for the charity!

The Parish Church are looking forward to working with the school 
as  pupils, with the help of Charles Courtenay, build and maintain 
2 raised beds in the churchyard. Easter celebrations will have 
taken place prior to this issue of the Pump dropping through our 
letterbox and on 21st April we hope the supporters of 1st Hemyock 
Scout Group will help fill the parish church to celebrate St Georges 
Day our country’s Patron Saint as well as that of the scouting 
movement.

Belated congratulations to Chris and Shirley Dracott who 
celebrated their 68th wedding anniversary in February. Those who 
lived here 30 years ago will probably remember the wedding of 
the couple who met on the TV programme Blind Date hosted by 
the late Cilla Black. Following the legal ceremony at Tiverton the 
couple along with numerous family and friends arrived at St Marys 
for a ceremony filmed for the TV series.  As someone who sang in 
the church choir that day it was interesting to see what was needed 
to film as the area behind the organ was full of cables and necessary 
paraphernalia. Cilla and her husband Bobby attended, and Cilla 
assured everyone as promised on the TV programme she had 
bought a new hat!

With so many things happening here its sometimes difficult to keep 
up with everything but one event that remains highly popular is 
Valley Arts who once again managed to fill the parish hall with song 
and laughter at their annual production drawing warm applause. 
The Parish Pump is always full of reports of events which have 
taken place or are soon to happen so if you are new to the area 
do take time to have a ‘good read’ You will find a warm welcome 
whether it’s joining a sports group, calling into the Charity shop for 
coffee or anything inbetween.

If you have any news you would like to share please contact 
jbawler1947@hotmail.co.uk
Take care and enjoy the beauty of Spring.
Janice
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LEAP news

Late January saw a tidy up at Longmead with some local volunteers 
including pupils from Hemyock Primary School, who were super 
helpful. An owl box was positioned on one of the large oaks, and 

new and reconditioned bird boxes were put up along St Margaret’s Brook. 
Weeds were cleared from around the fruiting hedge and the old tree 
guards removed. An intrepid soul even waded into the now full pond,  to 
remove the chair, bicycle wheel and other debris that had been thrown 
onto its surface whilst it was frozen. 

We were fortunate once again to be selected by the Devon Wildlife 
Trust  to hold a tree hub at Longmead as part of their scheme ‘Saving 
Devon’s Treescapes’ an ongoing campaign to help mitigate against 
ash dieback and to promote the wonder of trees in our landscape. 
The tree hub was a success once again - around 55 people took away 
some native saplings (downy birch, blackthorn, cherry, crab apple, 
hazel etc) to plant in their garden. A number of people with a larger 
area to plant up, took the DWT details to obtain tree whips in bulk. 
Hopefully the little whips will thrive despite the wet conditions that 
we have endured this Spring, and the prospect of a long hot and dry 
Summer ahead. 

HEMYOCK PARISH HALL
(HPHMC)

Just a reminder that for bookings and queries, 01823 680517 is the ONLY number to
ring to contact Becky Pike, the booking secretary. We are aware that some of the
information on our website - www.hemyockparishhall.co.uk is not accurate. We are
doing everything possible to correct it and hope to get things up to date soon.
We have recently had an upgrade to our lighting on the premises and now have LED
throughout. Thanks to Chris Hearn for a trouble free installation and to the
forbearance and patience of our regular hirers during the disruption. The lighting
compliments the purchase of more comfortable chairs and round tables and we hope
provides for a more comfortable space for any future major functions such as
wedding receptions or large parties.
The cost of providing heat and light has become a major expenditure, and the hall
trustees will be examining ways of ensuring that the premises continue to provide
good value to users, in a reasonably comfortable environment.
Thank you once more to users local groups for your continued support.
The next meeting of HPHMC trustees will be 15th May 2023

Bob Hawkes (Sec)
(bob.hawkes18@btinternet.com)
680047

.

WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU! 
The Blackdown Support Group is here to help people of all  

ages in the Blackdown Hills who are finding life difficult. 

We can provide: 

Advice & support 
Transport 

(for medical, social & wellbeing appointments) 
Social clubs 

Bereavement support 
Someone to talk to 

Volunteer visiting & sitting service 
Prescription delivery for the housebound 

Toe nail cutting 
Wheelchair accessible vehicle hire 

Wheelchair loan 
 

To use any of our services or for information on how you could be-
come a volunteer with  

The Blackdown Support Group contact: 
01823 681036 

d-ccg.bsgadmin@nhs.net 
www.blackdownsupport group.org.uk 

The conservation group from Green Days Day Care - check out their 
website on www.greendayscare.co.uk -returned to Longmead after 
a Winter break , and had a super session in the wildlife area. They 
harvested the leeks that they had planted in the late Summer, and 
thanks to our wonderful volunteers we all enjoyed delicious leek 
soup. The remaining few whips left over from the tree hub were infill 
planted in the fruiting hedge, brambles by the seat next to the pond 
were cut back and a small tree by the pond was coppiced and the 
wood used to start a woven dry hedge between the BMX track and 
the fruiting hedge. A letter pick was undertaken (not much litter - 
fabulous) and peas were planted in one of the raised beds.

We look forward to welcoming Green Days on the last Thursday 
of the month throughout the Spring and Summer and we are also 
excited to be hosting Hemyock Beavers to make small bug houses in 
early May.

Thanks as always to all who help out and volunteer in the area.

When you walk through the area do look out for evidence of birds 
using the bird boxes and the first wildflowers of the Spring.

Trish Slater
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Hemyock Gardeners' Association

Hemyock Gardeners’ Association meet on the second Wednesday 
of the month from September to July.  Interesting speakers 
inform and entertain and members have the opportunity of 

visiting gardens near and far in the summer months.  Hosting two Shows 
a year, the Association goes from strength to strength.  Do drop in to one 
of our meetings.  You will receive a warm welcome.

Our Spring Show is on Saturday 6 April 2024.  The Parish 
Hall will be awash with daffodils, tulips, pot plants and scented 
foliage with members entering about 50 classes.  Ploughman’s 
Lunches will be served from 12.30 in the Forbes Lounge and 
teas and cakes will be available from 2pm.  There will be a raffle 
and the Show will be open at 12.30 for viewing after judging.  
There are two open classes to which non-members are invited to 
enter.  In the Floral Art Section Class 43 – an Exhibit of shop 
bought flowers costing a maximum of £12 arranged in a basket. 
In the Culinary section - Class 37 Tiffin to the recipe supplied 
in the Show Schedule. All Handicrafts Classes are open to non-
members: A “Spring” Painting.  Photograph “Hot Summer Day”. 
A limerick. A celebratory card.  All details and a full list of classes 
are on our website with details how to enter.  There is no charge 
for entries.  Show Schedules are available from Hemyock Post 
Office.

We will be holding a Plant Sale and Afternoon Tea  on 
Wednesday 10 April 2.30pm in the Parish Hall.  Both homegrown 
and nursery grown plants will be available for sale and tea, coffee 
and refreshments will be served.  Do drop in and pick up a plant 
and have a slice of cake and a catch up.

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 8 May at 7.30pm in the 
Parish Hall when Alex & Jamie Crump from Wivvy Carnivorous 
Plant will be talking about these interesting specimens.  
Visitors are most welcome to come along.  £1 on the door with 
complimentary refreshments.

We have plans for garden visits in the Summer so do check  
what’s happening on our Facebook page or the website:  
www.hemyockgardeners.org.uk.

Susan Scantlebury

Hemyock History Group

The February meeting was a talk from Peter Walters on the subject 
of Vestry Meetings at St Mary’s Church in the 18th and 19th 
Centuries. During this time, prior to the introduction of local 

authorities, communities were managed by significant landowners in 
the area looking after the interests of the community at various minuted 
meetings. The Vestry meetings handled all the financial matters related 
to the operation of Church life including the maintenance of Church 
buildings, costs of providing normal operations such as lighting, heating, 
musical activity, and Church activities.

The landowners were also churchwardens and had ultimate 
authority in distributing the Church income. The Patron, the largest 
landowner, owned the advowson and had the right of presenting 
the Vicar or Rector to the benefice who in turn claimed the tithes 
paid to the church.  The Churchwardens would be responsible for 
allocating responsibilities such that weekly services went smoothly 
and maintenance of the infrastructure were planned. Separate 
meetings were held for the Overseer of the Poor Tax to ensure 
destitute residents were suitably provided for. A register of families 
who were considered to be supported by the Hemyock community 
would be maintained, based on the time the head of the household 
was working in this area. Should the family hit troubled times the 
Overseer could check whether another community somewhere 
in this County or adjoining counties would have a closer call on 
resources. Families could not simply up and move to another area, 
unless the head was being offered a job in that area. There was, of 
course a Workhouse in Wellington to provide basic essentials while 
the family sorted themselves out. In the 18th and 19th centuries the 
Vicar or Rector, coming from Oxford or Cambridge would receive a 
stipend agreed with the Patron of the Benefice. 

The tithe apportionment Act in 1842 listed all land within a 
community with acres, owners and location all delineated within 
a map. This converted the commodity based tithes into a direct 
monetary basis per farm. This monetary amount was paid to the 
Benefice each year for another 100 years until the Tithe Act of 
1936 ended the practice. Of course wherever financial matters are 
managed by men conflicts occur. In 1891 the Rector raised a Court 
Order against the churchwardens to enforce the payment of the 
stipulated monetary amounts. The Churchwardens as landowners in 
the area came up with a plan to auction enough farm assets to raise 
the agreed tithe amounts. So an auctioneer was employed to go to 
the 3 main farms in the valley followed by all the locals ending with a 
good display of food and drink to be consumed at the end of the day. 
One of the farmers bid for the other farmer’s hayrick and vice versa, 
the money was raised, the auctioneer was paid his fee, the Rector got 
his tithe amount and the community had a good party. All sorted out 
locally. All was done above board, minuted, and available today. 

Between 1890 and 1900 an agent of the Canadian Government 
enticed many hundreds of farm labourers from the valley to take the 
free train ticket from Hemyock to Liverpool, a liner from Liverpool 
to Quebec and onto Winnipeg plus a free plot of 60 acres to call their 
own. 

The March meeting was a talk by John Young, a Methodist Minister, 
on Rev Augustus Montague Toplady who was born in 1740 in 
Farnham while his father was involved as a Royal Marine in battles 
in the Caribbean, where as a result of the RN skirmishes around 
Cartegena of the Indies between Spanish and British fleets Major 
Richard Toplady was killed. The young Toplady then went on to 
Westminster School where many English Poets attended and where 
he became involved in the Calvinism which would be the basis of his 

religion. Due to his Father’s roots in Ireland, A M went up to Trinity 
College Dublin where he earned his BA in 1760. His first position as a 
curate was in the diocese of Bath and Wells at Blagdon, N Somerset. 
Toplady wrote his famous hymn Rock of Ages in 1763. A local 
tradition is that he wrote the hymn after seeking shelter under a large 
rock at Burrington Combe, a magnificent ravine close to Blagdon, 
during a thunderstorm. He became the incumbent of Harpford and 
Venn Ottery, two villages in Devon. In 1768, however, he learned 
that he had been named to this incumbency because it had been 
purchased for him; seeing this as simony, he chose to exchange the 
incumbency for the post of vicar of Broadhembury, another Devon 
village. He would serve as vicar of Broadhembury until his death in 
1778 at the young age of 38 of TB.

The April meeting will be a talk from Des Atkinson on John Norden’s 
survey of Devon Manors and the May meeting will allow us to 
welcome David Pugsley back for his latest talk. We continue to scan 
and catalogue all the local historical documents donated to the 
History Group by a long term family resident in Hemyock.

1st Hemyock Scout Group

Hello everyone, it must be Spring because in spite 
of lots of rain (which does not affect Hemyock 
scouting) there are lots of daffodils on display. 

Wonderful! I digress. We have good news to report to you. As I have 
said in previous reports we lost Josh as our Group scout leader to work 
commitments. Part of our rules are that we must have a GSL. Hence we 
had Margaret Jarvis as our acting GSL, whilst also being deputy district 
commissioner. I am now pleased to report that she has relinquished both 
of these roles and has moved on to help other groups in Devon whose 
needs are probably greater than those of 1st Hemyock. Our old Akela 
Julie now continues as District Commissioner unaided and without a 
safety net. More importantly she has also taken on the role of GSL with 
Hemyock. Excellent news as she knows us so well.

I have been in touch with Julie and I can say she is pleased to be back 
with us in her new capacity. She is looking forward to being with us on 
21st April for St Georges Day-- more on that later. More good news- 
we have received an invitation from our Danish friends in Tonder to 
join them at the end of July 2025 for our next camp and adventure 
together in Denmark. Julie tells me that the invite has been accepted 
and planning is already underway, together with all the necessary 
approvals from HQ being sought. Continuing she says that we are 
beginning to get into the busy time for outdoor scouting. That applies 
to all sections and will continue our love of the great outdoors. In 
some ways I guess that we are lucky that we live in Devon with lots 
of outdoor space to use, which means lots of thanks to landowners 
who let us make use of their land. We appreciate it. Back to Julie, cubs 
have their district challenge day in March with scouts having theirs in 
April. We also have an all section district camp at Watcombe in May. 
(I am sure that you remember that Watcombe camp site at Torquay 
is where we have camped twice with Tonder.). In August the group 
will be joining in with an event for all Devon scouts called Scoutmoor. 
This will be a camp that will be held at Westpoint Exeter and will 
involve lots of exciting activities (I receive regular emails from the 
organisers of the various events, the latest one details an Abba band, 
Old Rikki can remember them, I hope that our scouts have been 
told who they are by their parents/grand parents! I will tell you more 
about the event next time as we get closer.) And finally from our 
new GSL-- The events outlined above are as well as all the exciting 
weekly meetings and sectional weekend camps. Thanks Julie, that last 
sentence just about sums up Hemyock scouts. FUN.

As I said above I get regular updates from HQ/Devon. Here are some 
of the things that scouting gets up to on a wider scale. Ardeche, 
France, Devon contingent camping from 19 to 29 August. County 
Conference 27th April at Petroc College, Tiverton. Scarefest 25/29 
October - lots of spooky activities. Space Day 5th May out of this 
world activities, to earn the Astronomer Activity badge. The Big 
helpout continues with volunteering opportunities 7/9 June, we are 
encouraged to be part of it. There is a World Scout Moot (camp) in 
Portugal 2025. We are also kept up to date with health and medical 
matters, keeping safe and safeguarding for camps. This is of course 
very important to look after our young people. They also say there is 
potential for women in scouting! I think we need to invite some of our 
HQ people to visit us again as 1st Hemyock has been doing that since 
1960! We featured in one of the Scouting magazines in 1971 when Skip 
Lowman was GSL, we were told that we were on the right track back 
then.  So there we are a flavour of scouting in the wider world.

I mentioned earlier St Georges Day. This year our Parade from the 
Parish Hall to the Service with you in St Marys will be on 21st April. 
We start at 10.45am. Hope that you can join us on the day to celebrate 
our Patron St George.

Blackdown Hills Repair Café
Our third Repair Cafe event in 2024 will be held on the Saturday 
25th of May our Big Fix Event held in the Hemyock Parish Hall 
EX15 3QW between 10am and 1pm

This event is part of the Big Fix Events being held during the 
whole Month of May to encourage as many Repair Cafes as 
possible in the whole of the U.K. to participate and hope to repair 
as many items as possible during this month, preventing them 
form going into the bin and landfill.

Please do all come along and have your items repaired and fixed 
by our Volunteer Repairers, and while they are carrying out your 
repairs, enjoy some refreshments in our tearoom cafe. Please 
note, that we are also able to take on extra, larger and more 
extensive repairs at our local Workshop.

Repair Café events for the remainder of 2024 (all on Saturday’s 
from 10am to 1pm)

27th July, 28th September, 23rd November

Stephan Lehner,
Blackdown Hills Repair Café Coordinator
sfelehner@aol.com

Longmead
The Pavilion is an ideal venue for smaller events needing 
outdoor space, birthday parties, christenings, family gatherings 
and of course meetings. The building has a large screen tv and 
there are basic kitchen facilities for your use. The MUGA (Multi 
Use Games Area) is also available for hire, why not combine 
the two and have a football party? Its ideal for 5 aside football, 
netball, hockey, we also have basketball hoops for use, is anyone 
interested in starting up a new club?

Hire charges
Pavilion - £7.50 per hour
MUGA - £15.00 per hour

If you wish to book any of these facilities or would like some 
more information please contact Karen 01823 681034 or email 
kazapinder@hotmail.com.

And finally. Only just over sixteen months to our next Danish 
adventure! I am sure our young people will be looking forward to it as 
many others have for the last fifty one years. It is a wonderful trip, as 
Rikki knows from experience. Scouting at its best.

As I said last time we must pray for peace in the conflicts around the 
world. They continue so we must keep praying.

 Catch up with you next time.
Old Rikki
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Dear Residents

At Month 10 (Jan) it is estimated that budgets will effectively 
break-even by year end, with a small overspend by £291,000 
currently forecast. This is an improvement of £4.3 million 

compared to the Month 8 (Nov) forecast.

It is worth noting that Devon County has managed its finances 
very well, and taken necessary action when needed to, while 
other County Councils around us have run into serious financial 
problems.
 
On Wednesday 14 February,  councillors agreed a 4.99 per cent 
increase for our part of the council tax for this coming financial year.
It comprises 2.99 per cent for general services with an extra two per 
cent specifically for adult care.

It means an extra £1.56 a week on their bill for the average Band D 
householder.

It allows an increase of 10.4 per cent in spending on children’s 
services, six per cent on adult services and 4.7 per cent on climate 
change, environment and transport.

Councillors also agreed an extra £1.5 million to boost regular road 
drainage since the target budget was set last month to tackle the 
increase in potholes caused by this winter’s heavy rainfall.
 
Agreement was also given to bring the homelessness budget back 
up to £1.45 million to support the work of district councils and 
homeless organisations for another year.
 
This is a well-constructed budget increasing expenditure for adults 
and children and looking after the old, the young and the vulnerable 
who account for almost four fifths of the budget.

We have a finite amount of money to spend and we have to allocate 
it to protect those most in need. But we will ensure that we get the 
best possible value from every pound we spend on behalf of our 
residents.
 
A six-week public consultation was launched on Monday 12 
February, on the draft proposal to create a Combined County 
Authority (CCA) for Devon and Torbay to oversee new powers and 
funding transferred from Government.

The ground-breaking devolution deal announced by Levelling Up 
Minister Jacob Young last month, proposes to create the CCA, 
which would be a formal partnership of elected members drawn 
from the councils of Devon and Torbay, including district councils, 
together with representatives from business and education.

People are being invited to have their say on how the CCA would 
work, the powers that it would have and the functions it would be 
responsible for. These include investment in local economic growth, 
delivering affordable housing, improving public transport, and 
meeting net zero ambitions.

Further information about our joint consultation with Torbay 
Council and details of how to respond are available at www.
devontorbaydeal.org.uk
 

By far the biggest issues raised at Parish Council meetings are 
roads and their maintenance, very rarely anything about Adults 
and children`s services, with a combined budget of £588.7k out of 
County's overall revenue budget of £743.3k. That only leaves £155k to 
run all other services, including Roads/Highways.
 
Devon has the largest road network in England with 8,953 miles of 
roads, whilst Cornwall has over 4,500 miles of roads (Department 
for Transport (DfT), 2022).
 
In 2023, we assessed 57,000 public reports of potholes of which 
12,000 were ultimately assessed as duplicates. We repaired over 
53,000 potholes.

Each report we receive is assessed onsite by a trained highway safety 
inspector. We do not ignore any reports that we receive, however, 
we do have to prioritise our funding as we cannot afford to fix all of 
the problems that are reported to us.

We prioritise repairing potholes, on roads, that have a 40 mm (4 cm) 
vertical edge and are 300 mm (30 cm) wide as these are the biggest 
risk to highway users.

All reports should be assessed onsite within seven calendar days. 
Following the assessment, repairs will be carried out by the end of 
the next working day, seven or 28 calendar days (depending on the 
outcome of the assessment) if confirmed as a priority pothole.
We will repair smaller potholes, and other road surface issues, as 
and when resources are available and as part of our planned works 
programmes.

We have employed extra repair gangs, to increase repairs, hopefully 
with better weather we will catch up.
 
We have had our Locality Budget restored for small donations to 
local organisations/clubs etc. they would needs apply to Locality 
Budgets at County.
 
If anyone has any issues that they are not sure about, by all means 
contact me, I may be able to help.

Regards,
 
Ray Radford
Devon County Councillor
Willand & Uffculme Division
Email: ray.radford@devon.gov.uk

Something for the Young People to Celebrate - 
Hemyock Youth Club is Open!

Hemyock Youth Club has reopened it’s doors at The Garages for 
the first time since the pandemic. Emma Ingledew and Natalie 
Weyham initially came together and successfully recruited 

a  group of fantastic local volunteers to run a youth club for children in 
Hemyock and the surrounding villages.

Ages 10 – 17 will be welcome every Monday to enjoy a wide range 
of activities from pool, table football, air hockey and table tennis to 
crafts, games, movies and more.

The club is run by a team of passionate volunteers, many of whom 
are professional youth workers or who have careers in education. 
They aim to provide a fun environment for the young people to 
come together and enjoy themselves. There is a café and tuck 
shop but the group also hope to provide educational sessions and 
discussions on topics helpful and supportive for young people. 

They are  very keen to be inclusive to everyone and has a quite space 
for those children who prefer a calm environment. There is also lots 
of space for those who want to burn off some energy! 

There are plans to develop The Club by obtaining funding and 
improving equipment and activities. 

The group would particularly like to thank everyone who has 
volunteered so far, Culm Valley Meat, Tim Potter Butchers, Soul 
Food,  The Rolling Scone Bakery for their generous donations for our 
opening evening.

If you would like to find out more or get involved you can contact 
The Youth Club via email at: youthclubloonies@icloud.com or on 
Facebook: youth@thegarages.

Hemyock Bowling Club

In case you have not noticed, the weather  in January and February 
this year has been difficult, to put it mildly, with a lot of rain.  This 
has made it very difficult to work on the bowling green, but thanks 

to flexibility and opportunism on the part of John Bendle and his green 
keeping team, all the necessary work on the green is up to date, and it is 
looking as good as ever!

Over the winter, a number of members have been bowling indoors 
at various locations, and the club has been open regularly on 
Friday evenings for games, spoofing, a drink or two, and a few 
suppers.  Everyone will be looking forward to the opening of the 
green (which will have happened by the time you are reading 
this), when we will have round robin competition followed by 
a bring and share tea.  Our first match will be a home friendly 
against Bradninch on Saturday April 20th.

The club is always very keen to welcome new members, and 
we will hold an open day for all comers on Sunday April 21st, 
with a reserve date of Sunday 28th in the event of bad weather. 
Alternatively, anyone who wants to try bowling will be welcome 
on any Friday evening, when we hold Club Night. At any time, all 
you need is a pair of flat soled shoes, and the club can provide 
bowls, free induction and coaching, and membership for new 
bowlers costs only £12 for the first year, just to cover affiliation 
fees with Bowls Devon. 

New bowlers can come for three sessions before needing to 
decide whether  to commit to joining, and absolutely no prior 
experience is needed.  Bowling is a great sport for people of 
all ages and both men and women play alongside each other 
on a level playing field (pardon the pun). It is therefore very 
suitable for all the family, and children over the age of 8 years 
(accompanied by a parent) are welcome. We would love to see 
you all.  New bowlers can play for fun, in friendly matches or 
rapidly progress to league matches.

	

Did you know… 
 Mid Devon District Council fund a 

loan scheme for homeowners, 
for essential home repairs  

and improvements?* 
For more information, visit 

www.wrcic.org.uk, call 01823 
461099, or email 

enquiries@wrcic.org.uk 

Your local, not for profit lender working in 
partnership with  

Mid Devon District Council  
Wessex Resolutions CIC 

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, 
Taunton, TA4 1EU 

  

* Subject to Status 



April – May 2024

45

The Parish Pump Clayhidon

44

Hemyock Bus Timetables

 HEMYOCK - TIVERTON Redwoods 697 
 Via Burlescombe, Holcombe Rogus, Huntsham
 Friday only (Except Public Holidays)
HEMYOCK, Lower Millhayes 0915 TIVERTON, Bus Station 1315
HEMYOCK, Castle Park 0917 TIVERTON, Carew Road 1324
HEMYOCK, Square 0919 CHETTISCOMBE, opp Post Box 1327
CULMSTOCK, All Saints Church 0926 CHEVITHORNE, Church 1329
CULMSTOCK, Millmoor 0927 UPLOWMAN, Bus Shelter 1339
BURLESCOMBE, Rail Bridge 0934 STAG MILL, Cross 1342
WESTLEIGH, Bus Shelter 0938 HUNTSHAM, Shelter 1350
HOLCOMBE ROGUS, Whitebrook Terrace 0942 HOCKFORD WATERS 1354
HOLCOMBE ROGUS, Frog Lane 0945 STAPLE CROSS, Inn 1356
HOCKWORTHY, Village Hall 0950 HOCKWORTHY, Village Hall 1358
STAPLE CROSS, Inn 0955 HOLCOMBE ROGUS, opp Whitebrook Terrace 1403
HOCKFORD WATERS 0957 HOLCOMBE ROGUS, Frog Lane 1406
HUNTSHAM, Shelter 1001 WESTLEIGH, Bus Shelter 1410
STAG MILL, Cross 1009 BURLESCOMBE, Rail Bridge 1414
UPLOWMAN, Bus Shelter 1012 CULMSTOCK, Millmoor 1421
CHEVITHORNE, opp Church 1022 CULMSTOCK, All Saints Church 1422
CHETTISCOMBE, Post Box 1024 HEMYOCK, Square 1429
TIVERTON, Carew Road 1027 HEMYOCK, Castle Park 1431
TIVERTON, Bus Station 1034 HEMYOCK, Lower Millhayes 1433

This service is financially supported by Devon County Council

 
Hemyock Surgery 
 
Mon – Fri   08:30 – 18:00 – Please note the dispensary is closed between 13:00-14:00 
Sat   08:00 – 11:00 
 
Churchinford Surgery 
 
Mon, Tue & Thu 08:30 – 12:30 and 15:00 – 18:00 
Wed & Fri  08:30 – 12:30 – closed in the afternoon on these days 
Weekends  Closed 
 
Dunkeswell Surgery 
 
Mon & Wed  08:30 – 12:30 and 15:00 – 18:00 
Tue, Thu & Fri  08:30 – 12:30 – closed in the afternoon on these days 
Weekends  Closed 
If you require urgent medical assistance or advice outside of normal surgery hours please 
call 111.     In a genuine emergency you should call 999.  Chest pains and / or shortness 
of breath constitute an emergency. 
 
 

Hemyock    Churchinford   Dunkeswell  

Opening Times  

Hemyock opening times:
Monday – Friday 8.00-18.30 (please note the dispensary is closed between 13.00-14.00)
Saturday 9.00-12.00
 
Churchinford opening times:
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 8.30-12.30 and 15.00-18.00
Wednesday and Friday 8.30-12.30 (closed in the afternoon on these days)
Weekends - closed.
 
Dunkeswell Surgery:
Monday and Wednesday 8.30-12.30 and 15.00-18.00
Tuesday,Thursday and Friday 8.30-12.30 (closed in the afternoon on these days)
Weekends - closed

01823 680206
Hemyock Surgery:

IS LISTENING EASIER THAN READING?

…it certainly is if you’re sight impaired, and it may well be so for people who find it 
difficult to read because of a medical condition, for example Parkinson’s Disease.

If you know someone who is struggling to read, the Mid Devon Messenger can offer 
listening alternatives.   We want everyone to feel connected with their community 
while also having a chance to lose themselves in a good audio book!

The Mid Devon Messenger can keep people connected by providing weekly 
recordings of local news, interviews, stories, quizzes and entertainment.  Working in 
collaboration with Calibre Audio, we also offer audio books.  The service is entirely 
free of charge.

If a member of your family, or a friend, struggles to read or decipher print due to one 
of the following conditions, we are here to help:

• Sight impairment or blindness
• A learning disability such as Dyslexia
• A brain injury or cognitive impairment such as head trauma or stroke 
• Difficulties with physical dexterity caused by Multiple Sclerosis, Motor 

Neurone Disease, Parkinson’s Disease, arthritis, paralysis or terminal illness

Our aim is to get people connected and stay connected in whatever way works best 
for them.

Simply contact Helen McIntosh on 07834 688838 or email: 
enquiries@middevonmessenger.org.uk

More information about mid Devon Messenger may be found on their website: 
https://middevonmessenger.org.uk
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St Andrew’s
Clayhidon

In This Issue:

 ɬ•  Village Hall 
Expansion

 ɬ• John Griss Update

 ɬ• Big Breakfast Report

 ɬ• One Life Film Night

St. Andrew’s Church News

We hope you have all enjoyed the happiness of Christmas time 
brought to us by the birth of Jesus Christ. We wish you all a 
very happy New Year 2024.

It is a great delight to walk up the church path at this time of year 
and notice the beautiful daffodils that are now growing in great 
numbers across the lovely churchyard. It is a joy to fill our hearts 
with God’s praise and makes us ready to sing hymns of thankfulness 
and love.

If we thought that inside the church we would feel dread because 
of the winter cold, we now find that not only is the atmosphere 
different, but there is physical warmth due to the new heaters which 
have been installed under the pews keeping our legs and feet warm 
and creating greater warmth than we have ever had before. Nor is it 
costing us a vast amount that we have to find from our finances. The 
financial expertise on the Church Council has sorted out how it can 
all be arranged to everyone’s benefit. How fortunate we are.

During Lent, several of us have joined with others from Hemyock 
and Culmstock churches to meet together in Hemyock Church 
Room  for a weekly meeting  based on God’s love for us and how 
we can “Come and see” together and inspire all who would like to 
feel part of the church community  and a member of His worldly 
paradise. There are short films for us to watch and the opportunity 
to discuss together the questions that these raise.

On Mothering Sunday, there were so many charming little pots of 
flowers that were distributed by the children to the mothers and 
adults to take home with them. There were also delicious biscuits 
and cakes to enjoy after the lovely service with a welcome cup of 
coffee or tea or fruit juice. We remember how fortunate we are to 
share such delights when people in other parts of the world are 
suffering extreme privations.
 

Exciting News: Clayhidon Village Hall 
Expansion Underway!

Big changes are on the horizon for our cherished village hall. We've 
submitted a planning application to Mid Devon for a crucial 
expansion that focuses on our community needs:

- Dedicated space for preserving Clayhidon's historical archives
- Increased capacity
- Improved and accessible toilets with baby changing facilities
- Moveable stage
- Versatile meeting room doubling as a green room for events
- Enhanced storage
- Weather-protected entrance

Before these plans take flight, bat surveys are scheduled from May 
to July, followed by council consideration. 
 
Before committing to the improvements of our current hall, we 
thoroughly explored the possibility of constructing a new facility 
for our parish. Unfortunately, this option faced several challenges, 
including the unavailability of funding that was once accessible in 
previous years, the absence of suitable land owned by Clayhidon 
Village Hall charity, minimal community interest based on a 
survey, the historical significance of our existing hall, and the 
practical constraint of the current hall needing to remain in use 
until completion of a new build. These considerations underscore 
our dedication to making informed decisions and reinforce the 
importance of focusing on enhancing our existing space.
 
Your understanding and support are crucial as we embark on this 
project to ensure a thriving and meaningful community hub for 
years to come.
 
We're calling on local charities, businesses and individuals to 
support and volunteer during this exciting expansion.

The proposed extension of Clayhidon Village Hall is not just 
a physical expansion but a commitment to the well-being and 
prosperity of our parishioners and beyond. We eagerly anticipate 
your involvement, support, and enthusiasm as we embark on this 
exciting journey together.

Best regards,
Clayhidon Village Hall Committee

John Griss Legacy

Clayhidon Parish Council is planning to hold a public meeting to 
discuss the John Griss legacy to the community. It will explain 
what has happened since this wonderful bequest was made and 

what may take place now.

But most of all councillors want to give everyone in the parish their 
chance to make sensible suggestions, thoughtful comments and 
serious contributions to decisions that have to be made.

This meeting will be held at the parish hall on Wednesday, April 
17th at 7.30 pm.It will be chaired by Alison Weekes, chairman of the 
parish council, Richard Drew, vice chairman, and Nicholas King, 
chairman of the John Griss Charity.

Alison said:” We understand that several factors have made the 
situation around this wonderful and generous bequest less clear 
than I would have liked. These include the pandemic and the 
lockdowns which prevented the council holding a public meeting 
before. It has also been complicated by many other factors including 
the emotional attachment so many people had for John Griss, and 
a division between some councillors who wanted to sell both the 
land and lakes and his near derelict cottage and those who were 
determined to keep these assets.

The situation has also been complicated by the divided response 
to a village hall poll about prospects for the village hall, and by the 
tragic illness and early death of Donna Evans, Clayhidon's parish 
clerk. It was Donna who kept the community up to date with reports 
in the Pump and the parish website run by Gareth Weekes who died 
last year but had found no one willing to take to take it over.

Because of these factors and the necessity to keep financial 
negotiations secret, the council understands some people have felt 
they were not kept up to date with what has been going on with the 
legacy.

The Hartsmoor Lakes are now the subject of a five year lease 
and have been transformed by two enthusiastic and determined 
lessees. They will be present to explain their hard work at the site 
at the meeting. Supervision by the John Griss charity is enhanced 
by a co-opted member, Andy Don, who lives in Ashculme and is a 
fisheries expert for the  Environment Agency.  The charity is very 
appreciative of his help and guidance. The plan is for the fisheries to 
be developed and eventually bring in a substantial annual income. 
The land there is subject to a separate five year lease renewed 
annually.

After much deliberation and prolonged planning negotiations, the 
charity has now been paid £285,000 for Rose Cottage which will 
now be developed into three new homes, two of which will be low 
cost units to be administered by a housing association.

Separately the council has just cashed £42,000 from the sale of a 
small field it shared with a Churchinford charity begun in 1675 to 
give money to the poor of both parishes. We are awaiting advice 
from the Charity Commission as to the future of this money.

The parish also now has this new website which the council wants 
the community to use. So we hope this will improve all aspects of 
communication.

I would also like to point out that whatever problems we have faced 
with communication, we had an election for the parish council last 

Very soon it will be the delight of Palm Sunday followed by the 
excitement of Easter Day when we can feel the love of Jesus on his 
resurrection and how fortunate we are to know that we are cared 
for in this world and can share in hymns and prayers in praise and 
thanks for our Lord who died for us.

We pray for those among us at present who are suffering in any way 
and especially those who are in hospital and enduring ill health. 
We must strive to help those in need and try to bring happiness to 
our community. A note left under the church door if the church is 
closed, will always be found and friendship will be a start to bringing 
our parish together for the benefit of us all.

P.Reynolds. PCC

              

     CCLLAAYYHHIIDDOONN    
                              VVIILLLLAAGGEE  HHAALLLL        

             SHOWING   

ONE LIFE    
        Friday April 19th   

                  at 8pm  
        doors open 7.30pm  

     Tickets £6.00  
 Available in advance from 
valerieslabbert@icloud.com  

                 or 07793066111   
            LICENSED BAR 

                and ICECREAMS                            
                    
   For further details,                            
 
  contact Val on 07793066111     

                                                                          

year where no one was prepared to stand for election apart from Lee 
Saunders who replaced Richard Brown. All parish councillors are 
also members of the John Griss charity.

Please come and join us at this event and take part in your 
community.

Susan McGeever
Clerk to Clayhidon Parish Council
E-mail: clayhidonparishcouncil@gmail.com.
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Quuaakkeerr  MMeeeettiinngg  ffoorr  WWoorrsshhiipp 
SSppiicceellaanndd  QQuuaakkeerr  MMeeeettiinngg  UUffffccuullmmee  EEXX1155  33AAZZ 

WWee  MMeeeett  ffoorr  WWoorrsshhiipp  aatt  SSppiicceellaanndd  eevveerryy  SSuunnddaayy  aatt  1100..3300aamm  ttiillll  1111..3300aamm  ––  tthhiiss  
iiss  aa  bblleennddeedd  MMeeeettiinngg  aallssoo  aavvaaiillaabbllee  oonn  ZZoooomm  ––    

AAllll  aarree  vveerryy  wweellccoommee..      
MMeeeettiinngg  IIDD::886655  55557700  22773355  PPaassssccooddee::  449988117733 

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  pphhoonnee  AAllii  DDoommiinnyy  0077881100776688555577  oorr  uussee  tthhee  ““ccoonnttaacctt  uuss””  
ffoorrmm  oonn  oouurr  wweebbssiittee::  hhttttpp::////wwwwww..ssppiicceellaanndduuffffccuullmmeeqquuaakkeerrss..ccoomm//  oorr  eemmaaiill  

ssppiicceellaannddnnoottiicceess@@bbttiinntteerrnneett..ccoomm 

  
PPooeemm::  TToo  mmyy    ssiisstteerrss  aanndd  bbrrootthheerrss    

bbyy  HHaarrvveeyy  GGiillllmmaann  

As a child I was taught whom to love, and, if not love,  

whom I must learn to hate, at least to fear.  

They were kind the older ones.  

They wanted me to live at least in partial peace,  

to survive a while on a bewildering earth.  

They gave me bricks that throughout my life  

I would learn to build large and wide and sturdy walls  

and so have shelter from a lowering world.  

But there were other worlds within my mind  

so vast no walls could encompass. 

I had arms, could reach beyond my childhood’s prison realm,  

embrace a stranger and a stranger’s world,  

could flee across the frontiers of a given name, 

call the unknown my kin and yes be hurt,  

be loved, but gaze upon no face with fear, 

see no creature upon this earth my foe,  

pull down the walls each place I go.  

“Almost everything will work again if you unplug it for a few 
minutes, including you.”

Anne Lamott
 

Meeting is the chance to escape from the trivial thoughts 
of everyday living, and to find answers from yourself or 

from God. Some people are scared of the silence. Without 
the noise that serves to reassure us, that blocks out 

thoughts we’d rather not have, we’re vulnerable and find 
it’s time to face ourselves. We can never hide from God, 
but it’s easy to minimise the effect he has on our lives – 
except in the silence where he can be heard. Don’t feel 
restricted by the silence, it is there to set you free from 

the pressures of life. No-one is judging your movements, 
your thoughts… Freedom of expression is the freedom to 
worship God on your own terms. Value the opportunity 
to think unguided by the world. Learn what you feel you 
need to know, let other information pass. No moment of 

silence is a waste of time.

Rachel Needham, 1987 – from Quaker Faith and Practice 
2.17

Available at: https://qfp.quaker.org.uk/chapter/2/

VOLUNTEERING 
The Volunteer Programme at Coldharbour Mill was recently 
awarded the King’s Award for Voluntary Service!

If you have some spare time each week to join one of the 
volunteer teams at our unique heritage site, please contact us by 
phone or email (see contact details below) for more info and an 
informal chat, and to arrange a taster session.

COLDHARBOUR MILL
Uffculme, Cullompton EX15 3EE.
Email: info@coldharbourmill.org.uk. Phone: 01884 840960.
Web: www.coldharbourmill.org.uk.
Coldharbour Mill Trust Ltd is Registered Charity No: 1123386
For up to date news and information – see the Coldharbour Mill 
Facebook page and the Mill website: www.coldharbourmill.org.uk.

NEWS FROM COLDHARBOUR MILL 

General Admission Opening Times: 
Wednesdays & Thursdays
Museum & Shop: 10:30am – 3:00pm    
Grist Mill Café Bar: 10:30am – 2:30pm
Visits by groups and schools can be booked 
for any day – email visitorservices@
coldharbourmill.org.uk 

EASTER STEAM UP! Mad Hatters and March Hares!
Bank Holiday Monday 1st April 10.30am – 4.30pm
Come and explore our steam complex and factory floor in action, 
as well as a selection of family crafts, meeting the Easter Bunny, 
and an Egg Hunt! Book online in advance to receive 15% off ticket 
price, become a Coldharbour Mill Member and enjoy every Steam 
Day FREE for a year! See Mill website What’s On page.

Wednesday 1st May: DEVON AT WAR: “FROM UFFCULME 
TO OMAHA BEACH”  
WWII / D Day commemoration Exhibition & Talk – in the Fox 
Gallery at the Mill. The exhibition will be open from 6.30pm, with 
talk commencing at 7.30pm and finishing at 9.30pm. Tickets £4 
each – please obtain in advance via the What's On page of the Mill 
website, or phone 01884 840960.  Places are limited so do book 
soon! 

SPRING STEAM UP!  Monday 27th May                                                                                      
Late May Bank Holiday Steam Day 10:30am-4:30pm (Steam 
Engines will run until 3pm)
Book online in advance to receive 15% off ticket price, or become 
a Coldharbour Mill Member and enjoy every Steam Day FREE for 
a year! See Mill website What’s On page.

CRAFT WORKSHOPS 
Wednesday 10th April 10am-1pm Rope Bowl Making £25 
Tuesday 23rd April 10am-2pm Crochet for St. George’s 
Day £25
Friday 10th May 11am-3pm Mill Macrame £25
Friday 24th May 11am-3pm  Needle Felted Flowers £30
All materials supplied, refreshments available. For more info and 
to book – visit the What's On page of the Mill website, or phone 
01884 840960.  Places are limited so do book soon!  

Advance notice: Sat 1st & Sun 2nd June THE GREAT BRITISH 
FIBRE FESTIVAL at COLDHARBOUR MILL. Visit the website:  
www.thegreatbritishfibrefestival.co.uk.

Light Up A Life & Remember 
Someone Special
Your local remembrance service will be at

Honiton - St Paul's Church 
     7pm, Wednesday 2nd December

Ottery St Mary Parish Church
     7pm, Wednesday 9th December

To put your dedication into our Book of Memories that will
be at your local service please pick up a leaflet at our
nearest shop, visit our website www.hospiscare.co.uk or
contact us on 01392 688020 or
fundraising@hospiscare.co.uk

Christmas Time for Pets
Christmas time, full of joy and cheer with the presents under
the tree and Christmas dinner smelling better than ever! We
as vets want to make sure that you and your pets have a
fantastic Christmas without a trip to the practice.

Cats are often more fascinated by Christmas trees than us
and like to climb and explore.  Make sure your tree is very
secure and any glass tree decorations or those with sharp
edges are well out of the way of your intrigued feline.  Cats
also can enjoy a nibble on tinsel. They tend to eat lengths of
stringy material which can then cause a concertina effect on
the intestines.  This can be very harmful and requires
surgery to treat, so keeping tinsel and string out of harm’s
way is much safer!

What Christmas is complete without chocolate?
Unfortunately many dogs, and sometimes cats, also believe
this to be true!  Chocolate can cause vomiting and
diarrhoea and in larger doses, liver failure and can be fatal.
The higher the cocoa content the more the risk, so keep
those expensive dark chocolate truffles out of the way of
any investigative hounds in the house!  Be wary of
chocolates on the tree and wrapped in presents within
reach.  Remember a small number of extra treats can lead
to rapid weight gain which can take a long time to lose.

Dried fruit is also a risk to dogs and can cause renal failure
so keep Christmas pudding, mince pies and Christmas
cake away from low tables or other places your crafty
hound may be able to get to.

For some of us, it can all get a bit much at these festive
times.  We may like our house being filled with family,
friends and music but not all our pets do.  For some, the
bustle and noise can be very stressful.  If you have a timid
pet who enjoys the quiet, make sure there is somewhere
peaceful that they can go to not be disturbed.  They may
prefer to have their food and litter tray in a hidden corner.

Most importantly, have a wonderful Christmas with your
furry friends and if you have any worries or suspect your pet
has eaten something they shouldn’t, don’t hesitate to call
your vet for advice.  Merry Christmas!

Royal Mail Postal Dates
What are the final Royal Mail postal dates for Christmas
2015? Here's everything you need to know to get your cards
and gifts to loved ones on time...

When is the last Royal Mail posting day?

For second class mail the recommended last posting day is
Saturday, December 19.

For first class items the date is Monday December 21 but
Royal Mail special delivery guaranteed items will still arrive
even if posted on Wednesday, December 23.This will be at
a cost premium of course.
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Wellington Film Festival 2024

This year’s three-day Wellington Film Festival has announced 
its programme, bringing a huge variety of films and supporting 
events to venues across the town. The programme ranges from a 

late-night showing of disco classic Saturday Night Fever to a movie pub 
quiz hosted by local TV celebrity Clinton Rogers.

Opening the festival with a multi-media spectacular the ground 
breaking German silent film Metropolis (Fritz Lang, 1927) will 
screen behind a live soundtrack from sci-fi/surf band Palooka 5 and 
a DJ. Its themes of an unbelievably wealthy super-class living next 
to the dirt-poor workers who support their spoiled lives guarantees 
that Metropolis stays relevant to the present day.

On a calmer note the weekend will see one of the first UK showings 
of Six Inches of Soil, a West Country documentary telling the 
story of how a group of remarkable farmers, small businesses, 
chefs and entrepreneurs are transforming how food is produced 
and consumed. Its focus on local food systems and shorter supply 
chains mirrors the work of Wellington’s new Community Farm, 
illustrated in a short film of its own.

The overwhelming success of last year’s combination of ET with 
a costumed Star Wars  picnic in the town park led the festival 
organisers to repeat the exercise with a showing of Jurassic Park 
at the Wellesley followed by full-on dinosaur session around the 
bandstand where Wellington Silver Band will be playing movie 
themes.

Locally-produced heritage films to be shown in St John’s church 
include a retrospective look at the life and work of the late Brian 
Hulls, an award-winning BBC cameraman who covered wars 
in Iraq, Bosnia and Africa but came home safe to his home in 
Blackdowns. In a second nod to the silent-film era the festival will 
show clips from Stan Laurel films featuring one of his favourite 
supporting actors Jack Ackroyd – who retired to Wellington when 
the talkies arrived.

Anticipating the arrival of the town’s new station the same session 
will screen Railway Approaches, a nostalgic Great Western Railway 
publicity film shot in 1936 to celebrate the seaside towns of the 
South West – and the joy of travelling by train.

Contemporary film-making features in the festival’s 48-Hour Film 
Challenge for young people. Make a movie in a weekend (that’s 
right, only 48 hours!) – register yourself and/or your team and at 
the launch event you will be assigned a line of dialogue and a prop 
that must be included. You will then have 48 hours to write, shoot 
or animate and edit up to a three minute film in a genre of your 
choice. Tell your story with a phone, tablet or a DSLR if you have 
one. All eligible films made and submitted by the end of the 48 
hours will be screened at Wellington Film Festival and be entered 
for an Award.

Steam trains always stir an audience’s heart strings and so will 
Untouchable, the festival’s sole foreign film. Filmed on location 
in Paris and on a true story of friendship between a quadraplegic 
millionaire confined to a wheelchair and his street smart ex-con 
caretaker Untouchable depicts an unlikely relationship rooted in 
honesty, kindness and humour.

At last year’s festival crowds of people on the Fore St pavement 
enjoyed the video-mapping projections created by artist Jon Stay 
on to Lloyds Bank. This time Jon has worked on an entirely new 

sequence of images and a brand-new frontage at the United Reform 
Church.

Also outdoors, the Sunday afternoon picnic musical on the 
Wellington School playing field is The Greatest Showman, starring 
Hugh Jackman and telling the story of P T Barnum who created and 
ran the world’s most famous circus.

“It’s an incredibly broad programme and we hope everybody in 
the town will find at least one thing they want to come along and 
watch,” said Wellington Film Festival chair Keith Wheatley. “And 
once again we thank Wellington Town Council and Somerset 
Council for the generous financial support that makes the festival 
possible.”

Wellington Film Festival begins on Friday April 19. Details and 
bookings at www.wellingtonfilmfestival.org.uk.

Clayhidon News – Big Breakfast

The Clayhidon Big Breakfast has been running for the past 22 
years and was started by Pam Reynolds who first organised it 
back in 2002. Pam ran it for an amazing 13 years and it was then 

taken on by the late Nicola Bendle in 2015. This year was the first year 
without Nicola, but I think we did her proud. 

This year’s total raised was a staggering £1234.70. A real team effort. 
A massive thank you to everyone who came and supported us on 
the day. Another big thank you goes out to all the local businesses 
and individuals that donated goods and draw prizes, including: 
The Sidmouth Arms, Hemyock Post Office and Stores, Tim Potter 
butchers, Palmers Milk Shed, Bollhayes Apple juice, Martin 
Batchelor for the eggs and the great team of volunteers and helpers 
on the day. 

Rachael Drawert

Letter to Clubs from the Parish Pump

I am responsible for the “What’s On” and “Forthcoming 
Events” in the Parish Pump.

When I put in what’s happening into the “What’s On” I go 
by the regular times that you’ve told me. There are occasions 
when I guess you may not be meeting at the usual time (Bank 
holidays, Christmas, New Year etc), but I don’t know what 
your plans are, so I have to put the usual times in. This 
means, of course, that sometimes things are NOT correct.

I would be grateful if you could give me any information that 
will affect the details in the Parish Pump by the deadline. It 
does mean looking 2 months ahead which is not always easy! 
I hope this will give the village a more accurate and up-to-
date Parish Pump magazine.

Sue Lambert, tel. 01823 680664,  
sueliz.lambert30@gmail.com. 

Editor, James Winrow, pump@lickam.co.uk

Note from the Editor: If you have an event you want  
listed in the “What’s On” calendar section of the magazine,  
please also notify Sue using the details above. Don’t assume 
it will be done automatically if you submit an advert, copy or 
poster to me.



5150

T R U S T   |   R E P U T A T I O N   |   E X P E R I E N C E   |   K N O W L E D G E

01823 622822 | wellington@stags.co.uk

Considering selling 
your property?

If you are considering selling your property, contact our Wellington office to arrange your 

free, no-obligation market appraisal. 

Combining the resources of 22 offices across the South West, with 150 years of 

West Country experience, we ensure that your property gets in front of the right buyer.

Professional Property 
Cleaning and Maintenance

e:  info@devonsurfacecare.co.uk
t:  01884 370073 
w: devonsurfacecare.co.uk

Contact us for a FREE no obligation quote:

• Patios
• Decking 
• Driveways 
• Paths & Steps 

• Roofs 
• Building render & paintwork
• Conservatories & uPVC 
• Gutters

We clean, restore, repair and protect: 

BCMETALWORK
Welding   
Fabrication
Aluminium, Stainless, Cast Iron, 
Steel. Restoration or new:
• Gates, Railings, Balustrades 
• Forge work  
• Portable welding  
• Wood burner  
  repair specialist 
• Steel frame  
  construction  

07980 822128 
01823 680005 
bbccmmeettaallwwoorrkk@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm

Contact Tubs on:

&
E S T A B L I S H E D  1 9 9 2  

Income 
Protection

Commercial
Finance

Self-Build & 
Custom

Build
Mortgages

Residential
Mortgages

Bridging
Finance

Buy-to-Let
Mortgages

Development
Finance

Equity
Release 

& Lifetime
Mortgages

Critical 
Illness 
Cover

Life 
Assurance

info@exemortgages.co.uk

www.exemortgages.co.uk

Your property may be repossessed if you do not keep up payments on a mortgage or loan secured against it. Exe Mortgages Ltd. is
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). We are registered under the Consumer Credit Act & Data

Protection Act and hold the appropriate licenses. Exe Mortgages is entered on the Financial Services Register under reference 705340.

The Milking Parlour, Clapperentale
Farm, Escot Park, 

Ottery St. Mary, Devon, EX11 1LU

Your Mortgage Specialists 
Experts Since 2007

We can help you with…

5* Reviews | Google & Facebook

01404 813050

 

Commercial Advertising

Advertisements are renewed on an annual basis 
commencing with the April edition. However, we do 
accept advertisements with each edition, if there is 
space. The charge will be on a pro-rata basis for the 
remaining editions before the next annual renewal. If 
you would like to place a commercial advertisement, 
please contact: pump-adverts@lickham.co.uk. 

Next deadline for enquiries: 1 March 2025 for the April 
2025 edition.
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01884 841302
07971 192981

● Email: windowwarehouse72@gmail.com

● Web: www.windowwarehousedevon.co.uk

● Facebook: WindowWarehouseDevon
Unit I Langlands Business Park, Uffculme, 
Cullompton, Devon EX15 3DA

Window Warehouse Devon are located 
between Willand and Uffculme on the 

B3440 at Langlands Business Park. 

Easy access from M5 Jc27 or Jc28.

Opening Hours: Mon-Thu 7.30am - 5.00pm. 
Fri 7.30am - 1.00pm

Bifolds, French Doors, Patio Sliders, Windows and 
Doors in uPVC and Aluminium.

Conservatories and Warm Roofs, Composite Doors.
Guttering, Fascia and Ancillaries.

Replacement Double Glazing Units.
Phone for a quote  ●  Open to Trade and DIY

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING UNDERTAKEN - FROM LEAKY ROOFS TO RE-ROOFS
Ridge Roofing Ltd is a well-established company with over 25 years’ experience behind them, 

•Slating •Tiling •Flat roofing •Fibreglass flat roofs •Chimneys/
Leadwork •Turnerized slate roofs •Guttering/uPVC/fascia boards

• Storm damage/insurance work •All grant work undertaken
•Insurance backed guarantees •Full public liability insurance

•Free written quotations •All work guaranteed
T: 01404 891813  M: 07789 555685 • stephen.wattsrr@gmail.com • www.ridge-roofing.com

AT THE TOP
Guaranteed
to beat any 

genuine
produced

quote

TRY OUR 
PAYMENT PLAN
3, 6, 9 or 12 months
THE EASY WAY 
TO PAY

working in partnership with most of the leading estate agencies.

& SCAFFOLDING SERVICES

RIDGE
ROOFING
RIDGE

ROOFING
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Cask ales, draught lagers and ciders,
quality wines by the bottle or glass

Cask ales, draught lagers and ciders, quality wines by the 
bottle or glass

Home-cooked, locally-sourced food. Daily seasonal specials 

Restaurant  Bar Food  Skittle Alley  Function Room 

Open Tuesday to Sunday from 12pm, and from 5pm on Monday
Food served Tuesday to Saturday 12pm-2pm, and 6pm-9pm
Sunday & bank holiday lunches served from 12pm-2:30pm

01823 
680224
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For all your accounting, tax and business needs in an increasingly digitised world 

PAYING TOO MUCH TAX?  FEES TOO HIGH? ACCOUNTANT NEVER AVAILABLE OR LATE WITH 
COMPANY RETURNS? I AM A BIG 4 TRAINED ACCOUNTANT MINUS THE BIG 4 FEES 

Ever think of changing your accountant or tax advisor do you get value for the accountancy 
fees you pay to your accountant Recently I reviewed a set of company financials prepared by 
a large firm of professional accountants before submission to company’s house and HMRC 
and found that they were very badly prepared and inaccurate and had many errors. I 
redrafted them to the correct figures and the results were very different had value in future 
planning for the business and the client paid a lot less tax as a result.  

Maybe you should let me review your tax or your annual corporation tax return and the 
financial statements prepared by your accountant without any obligation and let me give you 
an opinion on what I find.   Tel 07742537931 or 01823680062  

VISIT MY WEBSITE  https://first4accounting.com   

CONTACT ME BY eMAIL  Phillip@first4accounting.com please leave a message if I am not 
available and I will get in touch 
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*The Pet Health Club is a 12 month contract. Cancellations of The Pet Health Club are subject to full payment of any benefits already received from the plan.

Wellington
The Mount Veterinary Hospital,
Taunton Road, Wellington, TA21 9FG

01823 662286

24H EMERGENCY SERVICE | Overnight nursing care | Modern, comfortable air 

- Annual health check & booster
- Six month vet check
- Flea treatments*
- Worming treatments*
- 20% off selected food products
- Discounted dental procedures
- Free microchipping
- Free nail clip with nurse
- 10% discount on lots more!From £15.00 /month

Dogs & Cats

Service, maintenance and
repair of all types of

sewage treatment plant
and pumping equipment.

All manufacturers. Domestic and
commercial systems.

Emergency Call Outs. Biennial diarised visits.
Annual Service Contracts with a

Service Level Agreement.

01984 623404   |   wci.co.uk
enquiries@wci.co.uk

Call or email us today to arrange a 
service visit or discuss your options

British Water Accredited Service Engineers.

Responsive  Professional

Fully Insured Family Run

When you’re looking for a

stunning venue, offering

exclusive use,  flexibility

and an affordable price

tag, look no further than

Escot House.

www.escot-devon.co.uk | 01404 819 155 | info@escot-devon.co.uk

Escot House, Escot Park, Ottery St Mary, Devon, EX11 1LU

Weddings | Milestone Birthdays | Anniversaries | Memorials & Remembrance | Conferences

Our experience counts

STAINLESS, ALUMINIUM & 
STEEL FABRICATIONS 

WE ARE A BESPOKE FABRICATION, WELDING AND ENGINEERING COMPANY 
WITH OVER 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE, PROVIDING FABRICATION AND 
ENGINEERING SOLUTIONS FOR BOTH COMMERCIAL AND DOMESTIC 

APPLICATIONS. 

WE OFFER SERVICES SUCH AS: 

• STAINLESS STEEL FABRICATED PARTS  
• STAINLESS STEEL PIPEWORK AND VESSELS FOR THE FOOD INDUSTRY 

• HAND RAILS AND STAIRS 
• STEEL WORK FOR EXTENTIONS 

• BOATING PARTS SUCH AS KEEL STRIPS AND FUEL TANKS 
• FIRE FENDERS 

JUST TO MENTION A FEW! 

 

PLEASE TAKE A LOOK AT OUR WEBSITE OR SOCIAL MEDIA TO FIND OUT 
MORE. 

WWW.FABINOX.CO.UK 

PLEASE CONTACT PHIL ON: 

 TEL: 07770423733  

EMAIL: CONTACT@FABINOX.CO.UK 

UNIT G1, DUNKESWELL BUSINESS PARK, DUNKESWELL, HONITON, 
DEVON, EX14 4LE 

 
• Professionally qualified in      

garden design BA (hons)  
• Bespoke design and build 

service
• Skilled garden restoration and 

maintenance
• Over 20 years experience

Tel: 0755 7659224
Email: chris@gardendesignsomerset.com

Web: www.gardendesignsomerset.com

Chris Hayes
Garden Design
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Need somewhere for your friends and relatives to stay while they 
visit you? 

Our small, family run campsite offers a range of accommodation: 

• Grass Pitches for Tents 

• Hard-standing for Motorhomes 

and Tourers 

• Woodland Pitches with 

Firepits 

• Static Caravans 

• Glamping Options 

 Open all year round for motorhomes and 
static caravans 

     Discounts available for locals 

                                           

     Calor Gas & log nets available all year 

Kingsmead Centre, Forches Corner, Clayhidon, 

Oaktree Court is a 56 bed home providing care for residents 
who require personal, nursing or dementia care. 

The home is part of The Majesticare group and sits just off  
of the main A38 between Wellington and Tiverton and is  
set in 7 acres of beautiful grounds. Companionship and 
real family values are at the heart of Oaktree Court  
and they want everyone who visits their home to  
feel welcome and at home.

If you are looking for care for yourself or a loved 
one and enjoy the outdoors, beautiful gardens 
and in a peaceful location with a warm 
atmosphere, Oaktree Court may well be the 
home for you. 

Contact Home Manager Marie George for more 
information on 01823 662032 or do visit for a 
tour of the home and grounds.

Oaktree Court, Middle Green Road, 
Wellington, TA21 9NS.

Oaktree Court

DAIRY COTTAGE
STATION ROAD
HEMYOCK
EX15 3TZ

Bunyan Plumbing & Heating
01823 681580
07854 264065

E-mail: ian.bunyanplumbing@googlemail.com

From dripping taps to full heating installation

Boiler services and Landlord gas check, oil & gas 

Bathroom design and tiling services available    



58 59

 

TIME FOR A CHANGE! 
 

LOSE WEIGHT····SHED THAT PHOBIA····STOP SMOKING····STOP FEELING WORTHLESS 
BE SOCIALLY CONFIDENT·· ·GET FITTER· ··STAND UP FOR YOURSELF 

OVERCOME FEAR· ··SHED THE STRESS· ··IMPROVE THE RELATIONSHIP 
PERFORM THE WAY YOU KNOW YOU REALLY CAN· ··MANAGE PAIN 

BE CONFIDENT IN EXAMS·· ·FORGET WHAT HAUNTS YOU. 
 

 *Clinical Hypnotherapy has been used for all these purposes and many more.  It is relaxing, gentle, 
and safe.  You remain in control of yourself.  You cannot get stuck in hypnosis.  Thousands benefit 
from it every year. 
 *On the other hand, you might want to use Painless Spinal Touch to deal with your back pain, 
stiffness, or stress. 
 *Or Mora or Skenar bioresonance treatment to deal with a wide range of problems like IBS, low 
energy, M.E., or food allergies and sensitivities. 
 

 For a free confidential discussion of your requirements and what course of action 
might best suit them, call: 
 

RICHARD MURPHY 
Clinical Hypnotherapy and Bioenergetic Medicine 

01404 891688 
richard-murphy.co.uk  

Practising at the Hypnotherapy Centre, 35, Fore Street, Wellington 

0 1 4 0 4  2 3 4 3 6 3W W W . S Y N E R G I S W . C O . U K I N F O @ S Y N E R G I S W . C O . U K

Heat pump and renewable specialists: design, installation,
servicing and repair.
Gas, oil & LPG boiler installation, repair, servicing & new boiler
0% finance.
Home cover available from just £16 per month. No excess. Parts
included. 

Established business since 2014, independently rated 4.7/5 on
Google Reviews.

BEST HEATING & PLUMBING BUSINESS 2024 - SOUTH WEST ENGLAND
- BUILD MAGAZINE HOME BUILDER AWARDS 2024 -

B O I L E R S  |  H E A T I N G  |  P L U M B I N G  |  S O L A R  |  H E A T  P U M P S  |  H O M E  C A R E  P L A N S

Facilities
17 registered single rooms, 13 of 
which are ensuite rooms.

Respite rooms available.

About
NVQ Level 2, 3 & 4 trained staff 
provide 24 hour care.

Family and friends involvement is 
supported and encouraged.

All residents at Kent Farm have 
individual care packages focused on 
the persons individual needs.

Mill Street, Uffculme, EX15 3AR

Contact Us
01884 840144

enquiries@kent-farm.co.uk

www.kent-farm.co.uk

Manager: Mrs Sadie White

Personal Care
Respite care.

Group activities and entertainment 
sessions (see our website for more).

Access to a GP of choice for each patient.

A spacious main communal lounge.

Recliner chairs, a large screen TV, DVD 
and radio/CD.

A private ‘quiet room’ for our clients and 
their visitors.

 
MICHAEL FLETCHER 

STONE MASON SERVICES 
 

   Specialise in Stone Wall and Patio Laying 
Stonework, Re-Pointing - from small repairs to 

complete projects 
 

CONTACT:  01823 680234 
EMAIL: mike.fletcher2@icloud.com 

 



60 61

53

Dobles of Hemyock
Proprietor Geoff Clist

MOTS
SERVICES AND REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES

DIAGNOSTIC SERVICES
BODY REPAIRS

INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN
BOSCH SERVICE CENTRE

OPENING HOURS
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 8.30 – 5.30

SATURDAY MORNINGS

Station Road, Hemyock, Cullompton, Devon EX15 3SE
01823 680 233  Fax: 01823 680525

EMAIL: service@doblesgarage.co.uk
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01823 475177
07766 221685  07766 522336
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SOLICITORS HEMYOCK 
Need legal Advice? 

FREE: Initial 1/2 hr interview 
 

We attend Halifax House (opposite Parish 
Hall) every Thursday morning and home visits 
can also be made available. 
 
For appointments please telephone: 
 
 

Hemyock 
01823 681300 

or  
Chard 

01460 61000 
 

Offices also at:   
Axminster, Seaton (Devon) or 
Chard, Ilminster, (Somerset) 

 
 

Registered by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA No 52245) 

Philip	Parker	&	Son	

Oil	Fired	Central	Heating	Engineers	
Servicing,	Repairs	&	Boiler	Replacements	

	

Cherry	Trees,	Blagdon	Hill,	Taunton	
Tel:	01823	421205	

www.philipparkerandson.co.uk	
email:	service@philipparkerandson.co.uk	

	

Engineer	Living	In	Local	Area	

Elm Meadow, Blagdon Hill, Taunton

HILARY NORMAN 
Foothealth Practitioner RFHP 

GENERAL FOOT CARE 
Nail Cutting & filing, Corn & Callus removal, 

ingrowing toenails, fungal infectons and  
general advice on the care of your feet. 

Home visiting service available 

01984 623263 
07969 448793 

hilary.norman@btinternet.com 

   Enjoy a ceilidh for your next celebration!  

   slackmagirdle.nneet

Find us on Facebook 

for more details or to contact us:

 01404 823083   empal1@icloud.com
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PPlluummbbiinngg  &&  HHeeaattiinngg  
SSoouutthhwwooooddss  FFaarrmm  
AAsshhiillll  
CCuulllloommppttoonn  
DDeevvoonn                              PPhhoonnee::      0011888844  884411113300  
EEXX1155  33NNSS                  MMoobbiillee::      007860 441510 

No call out charge 
 

• All aspects of plumbing & heating 
• Boiler, Aga & Rayburn servicing 
• Gas, Oil, LPG & Solid Fuel 
• Bathroom installations 
• Gas Landlord Safety Certificates 
• Under floor heating 
• Free estimates 

                  
Reg. 025221C                       Reg. C4016 
           

                
 

Reg. 4629 

                                             
                                             Reg. 215088  

Contact Neil Thomas 
   www.njtplumbingandheating.co.uk                Email:  neil@njtplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 

Way Ahead Care has a vast experience 
in supporting individuals and have been 
providing care in the community for over 
20 years. 

This could include reassurance visits, carrying 
out day to day tasks, more structured support 
for those with little or no mobility and ad 
hoc respite for Carers. 

We also specialise in designing services 
for those living using Personal Budgets or 
Direct Payments. 

Call us now for more details and a FREE consultation

01823 321123
Or visit our website to learn more about how we can help

www.wayaheadcare.co.uk
Providing quality care in the community for over 20 years

How can 
Way Ahead Care 
help you?

In Pain? Don’t Struggle On!
Experienced osteopath Martha Price can help
Appointments available at The Blackdown Healthy Living 
Centre Hemyock - call 07734 431624 and Luson Surgery, 
Wellington - call 01823 662836

Sports Injuries
aches and pains from
gardening

arthritis
back pain
sciatica

shoulder injuries
irritable babies
...and more
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IMAGES HAIR 
SALON

OPENING TIMES

MONDAY 9AM - 3PM
WEDNESDAY 9AM - 6PM

SATURDAY 8AM - 6PM
Tel : 01823 680531

Over 25 years experience, all services
available, cutting, colouring, perming,
restyling, wedding/prom hair. If you

would like an appointment any other
time please ring and leave a message and

I will return your call. We also do home
appointments, please ring to book.

Telephone:
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LLIINNDDEENN  HHOOUUSSEE  NNUURRSSIINNGG  HHOOMMEE  

 

 

 

 
	

Linden	House	has	been	established	as	a	Nursing	Home	for	over	30	years		
and	offers	the	highest	standards	of	care	

This	18th	Century	house	is	situated	in	7	acres	of	peaceful	and	secluded	parkland.		We	provide	
our	residents	with	a	homely	and	informal	atmosphere	and	high	standards	of	nursing	care.	
For	further	information	or	to	view	our	home	please	contact	Anne	Troake	on	

01823	667711	or	visit	our	website	at	www.linden-house.net		
or	find	us	on	Facebook		

Solar PV & Battery Storage Installation and maintenance

Phone: 07713286625
Email: contact@arcsolar.co.uk

Hemyock - EX15 3PD

Domestic        Commercial        Agricultural

Commercial Advertising

To advertise in the Parish Pump, contact:  
pump-adverts@lickham.co.uk. 

Advertisements are renewed on an annual basis 
commencing with the April edition. However, we do 
accept advertisements with each edition, if there is 
space. The charge will be on a pro-rata basis for the 
remaining editions before the next annual renewal. If 
you would like to place a commercial advertisement, 
please contact: pump-adverts@lickham.co.uk. 

Next deadline for enquiries: 1 March 2025 for the 
April 2025 edition.
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MMAANNDDYY''SS  MMOOBBIILLEE  

HHAAIIRRDDRREESSSSIINNGG

FOR ALL YOUR HAIRDRESSING REQUIREMENTS
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT OR FOR MORE
INFORMATION PLEASE CALL MANDY ON:-

 07582 810953 OR 01823 680996

 07854 973276

Treating muscular 
discomfort & pain, 
releasing tension 
& stress 

t h e r a p i e s

Deep tissue/Sport 
Swedish massage 
Hot stones 
Appointments available at the  
Blackdown Healthy Living Centre 
 
Phone Rachel for more  
information or email  
rrtherapies@hotmail.co.uk

 

 

Fensec Ltd -  Plant Hire  - CPA Member M10907 

                        

AVAILABLE NOW FOR HIRE! 
Kubota Mini Digger 1.8  With Full Cab  & Trailer Also A  JCB Tipping Dumpster -  Ready   For 
Hire  Within Hemyock  & The Surrounding Area - Competitive Rates Including Trade & Free 
Local Delivery.  Perfect Machinery  For Projects Large & Small - Ideal For Narrow Entry  
Gardens  & Gates -  Fensec Ltd  Are A Qualified Member Of The Construction & Plant Hire 
Association Reflecting  Safety & Quality For All Of Our Customers. 

Tel:  01823 681444                                                                              
Mobile: 07799635198  OR 07775796252                                                 

E-mail:  jessica@fensec.com                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HOBBS  
Electrical Contractors Ltd 

 

 
* Commercial * Domestic * Industrial * 

 
Electrical Installation 

Rewires, new builds & renovations   
Maintenance & Repairs  

Inspection & Testing, Portable Appliance Testing 
 
 

Hemyock: 01823 802254 
 

Est. 1987 
 

Pounds  
Farmhouse Bed and Breakfast, Hemyock 
Ensuite king or double and twin with bathroom 

 Tea or coffee on arrival, enjoy the garden  
and swim in the outdoor pool. 

Wake to a stunning view and a breakfast of 
  fruit and yogurt, fresh eggs, sausages and bacon, 
home made bread, marmalade or Pounds honey.  

Each room has tea, coffee and TV with DVD. 
B and B is from £50 per person per night. 

Diana Elliott, Pounds, Hemyock, EX15 3QS  
07831870855 www.poundsfarm.co.uk 

For self catering : www.shillingscottage.co.uk

Give us a call today to arrange 
a free no-obligation removal 
assessment!

01392 956 002

01884 665 000
info@vanmanexeter.co.uk

The South West’s trusted mover…
We are setting the standard for removals in Exeter 
and Devon by providing a professional, high quality 
service, while offering great value for money. We 
work locally and nationally and can offer a full or 
part pack service to compliment your removal.

www.vanmanexeter.co.uk lf van man removals 
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Clubs & Associations Contacts

badminton club (hem)   Mrs S Phillips     680652
blackdown healthy living centre  Centre Manager Peta Dayus-Jones   680687
blackdown support group  Elizabeth McNabb    681036  d-ccg.bsgadmin@nhs.net
blackdown surgery   Hemyock Reception    680206
bowls club    Jo Blackmore     680868
clayhidon council                   clayhidonparishcouncil@gmail.com
clayhidon council chairman  Alison Weekes    01823 681093 Alisonweekes@gmail.com
county councillor   Ray Radford    01884 820000
clayhidon Film nights   Valerie Slabbert     07793 066111 valerieslabbert@icloud.com
clayhidon Friends   Anne Langford     680086
clayhidon hall    Caroline Bendle     681047
clayhidon history   Pam Reynolds     680481
clayhidon toddlers   Emma Hillman     681164 
cricket club    John Hurley    07972 744279
devon highways    (8am – 8pm Mon–Fri, 9am–1pm Sat)  0345 155 1004
district councillor   Simon Clist    07855 027595
    Natasha Bradshaw        01884 233247       nbradshaw@middevon.gov.uk
Football club    A.Vickery             07815 122031
gardeners association   Susan Scantlebury     681393
hemyock singers   Monica Smith    681161
hemyock church rooms (bookings)  Mrs J Bawler     jbawler1947@hotmail.co.uk
hemyock history & archiving assn.  Mike Cooper     680175
hemyock council chairman  Paul Doble          07812 393259 pauldoble123@aol.co.uk
hemyock parish council        07545 832781 hemyockpc@gmail.com
hemyock parish hall   Becky Thomson     680517
hemyock scout group  Karen Pinder Chairman     681034  karen.1sthemyockex1@outlook.com
hemyock tennis club   Bob Hawkes     680047
hemyock youth Football  Lisa Lynch      Lisajlynch@hotmail.com
longmead Field and pavilion Karen Pinder    681034   kazapinder@hotmail.com
memory caFÉ    Peta Dayus-Jones     680687
baby & toddler    Karen      0774768055
hemyock pre-school   Pre-School Administrator    680240
primary school    Administration    680240
rotary club oF wellington  Michael Parsons, President    01823 252635
short mat bowls   Doreen Perrott      680850
snooker club    Mr L Bowden     680106
st mary's church   Mr B Samuels (Sec)    664729
st mary’s ringers   Mrs L Holway     681522
the garages   Karen Pinder    681034   kazapinder@hotmail.com
the riverside club  Lynn Pulman    680687   riverside@bhlac.org.uk
tuesday group    Diane Denman     680139
valley arts & social society  Mrs C Pinder     680854
walk and talk    Penny Scoynes, Health Walk Co-ordinator  01392 824752
young Farmers    Michelle Batting     07738 114113


